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Tax Year 1927/28 1929/30 1930/31 1931/32 1932/33 1933/34 1934/35 1935/36 1936/37 1937/38 1938/39 1940/41 1941/42 1942/43

Tax Purpose

Common School  - State Tax $51,094 36,922 36,241

Forestry - State Tax 2,759 2,640 3,322 3,155 3,230 3,271 6,950 6,630 6,591 6,511 6,899

Charitable and Penal 20,783 22,768 28,862 28,838 36,890 40,001 43,254 48,628 49,617 40,773 39,638 37,397 38,713 38,276

Superintendent of Schools 4,960 5,200 5,200 4,000 4,000 4,500 3,700 3,550 4,200 4,300 4,800 4,850 4,850 5,000

County Bridge Aid 4,668 4,040 3,696 1,098 519 4,654 2,847 1,000 2,100 1,485 2,601 4,550

General County Tax 75,000 100,000 90,000 90,000 59,000 65,000 90,000 169,715 160,000 310,727 278,630 280,176 303,552 307,335

Common School  - County Tax 49,217 58,500 59,750 59,750 60,250 58,250 57,750 58,750 58,250

Highway Tax 92,003 101,003 86,003 41,003

Special Charges 898 25

Special Loans to Towns, Villages, Cities 2,173 224 197 4,021 4,224 4,238 8,377 8,499 8,294 8,433 1,804 2,592 3,355 3,863

School Board Loans 49,217 52,068 50,994 48,009 43,837 38,848 34,969 30,124 23,860 20,033 13,169 12,171 9,940 10,037

Debt Service Levy - Hwy Improvement Bonds 19,550 19,550 2,297 1,425

Deficiency Normal School - (contingency)? 3,000

Indianhead Advertising and Soil Conservation 750

County Tax Including Special Loans & Schools 277,238 321,035 296,738 247,881 171,855 170,836 194,796 275,292 257,451 344,493 300,503 301,274 324,298 330,785

County Tax Only 225,848 268,743 245,547 195,851 123,794 127,750 151,450 236,669 225,297 316,027 285,530 286,511 311,003 316,885

Total Tax $349,114 $383,484 $364,481 $276,719 $228,295 $236,709 $241,205 $329,447 $311,764 $392,966 $346,771 $345,262 $369,522 $375,960

% Change in Total Tax Levy NA 9.84% -4.96% -24.08% -17.50% 3.69% 1.90% 36.58% -5.37% 26.05% -11.76% -0.44% 7.03% 1.74%

% Change in County Tax NA 33.33% -10.00% 0.00% -34.44% 10.17% 38.46% 88.57% -5.72% 94.20% -10.33% 0.55% 8.34% 1.25%

Average Change over time period - Total Tax 1.75%

Average Change over time period - County Tax 17.76%

Analysis is based on "stated" levy as addressed in County Board Proceedings

**** - There are issues - with wording and presentation(s) & what was really meant versus what was passed

1934 There is no tax levy for the Hwy but the General Fund is advancing the Hwy fund money to operate (apparently per Hwy annual report)

Equalized Valuation (Real & Personal Property) 1927/28 1929/30 1930/31 1931/32 1932/33 1933/34 1934/35 1935/36 1936/37 1937/38 1938/39 1940/41 1941/42

Towns 40,554,976 40,042,449 38,563,245 32,355,184 24,501,470 20,978,257 21,589,650 22,485,720 22,747,700 21,708,511 22,153,549 22,001,770 21,405,285 23,063,380

Villages only 2,790,600 2,434,962 2,206,265 1,901,632 2,084,320 2,085,140 2,100,945 2,048,118 2,228,000 2,216,355 2,233,250 2,263,470

Cities & Villages 14,166,907 14,908,362 11,439,700 10,493,874 8,260,219 7,113,486 7,874,240 7,732,170 7,863,340 7,989,935 8,767,340 8,736,740 8,918,795 9,169,335

Total 54,721,883 54,950,811 52,793,545 45,284,020 34,967,954 29,993,375 31,548,210 32,303,030 32,711,985 31,746,564 33,148,889 32,954,865 32,557,330 34,496,185

Mill Rate 6.38 6.98 6.90 6.11 6.53 7.89 7.65 10.20 9.53 12.38 10.46 10.48 11.35 10.90

HWY Equipment

Rolling Stock @ Cost 112,035 161,098 187,412 207,754 214,866 208,808 210,348 212,838 199,697 204,063 177,858 228,517 236,741

Machinery, Buildings, Equipment 25,457 27,938 28,283 29,097 21,208 20,000 18,700 18,700 18,700 18,800

Gravel Pits and Storage Tanks 1,224 2,724 2,424 1,824 4,405 3,370 3,404 4,357 4,277 23,772

Value of new equipment purchased (net) 44,657 29,444

Total 138,716 191,760 218,119 238,675 240,479 232,178 232,452 235,895 222,674 246,635 222,515 257,961 236,741

Other Financial Data

Indebtedness $334,000



Year Actions

1927 Paying .07 cents per mile for employee travel  1927(County Agent)

Agreed to build new Old People's Home:

Total Cost 60,000

Borrow 50,000

This year tax increase 10,000

Voted to allow widow's pension to Karen Olson-Prairie Farm Sheriff Matt Olson murdered in line of duty 10+ years 

$35/month

1929 New HWY Commissioner in 1929

1929 1929 Didn’t build sidewalk from north door to third street

1930 1930 Borrowed $ 165,000 for Hwy improvements

1930 1930 Supported a State-wide .04 cent per gallon gas tax

1930 1930 County hires Certified Accountant to audit and help with State Reporting

1930 1930 Permission given to plat lands around Chetek Chain of Lakes 

1931 1931 County struggles to eliminate County Agent position

1931 1931 Resolution #1 requiring offices to prepare a budget by October 15th

1931 1931 Mr. E.L. Gunderson, Municipal Accounting Department - Wisconsin Tax Commission

recommends budget system.  County Books reviewed but not audited

1931 1931 Borrowed $ 61,000 for road improvements

1932 1932 Wisconsin Hwy Commission addresses board about the curtailing of Hwy expenditures - vehicle registrations dropping

1932 1932 County borrows money to pay current and ordinary expenses - 50% of last tax levied for County purposes

1932 1932 Passed resolution asking State Legislature to reduce teachers salaries from $75 per month to $50 per month

from $ 120/month to $75/month in first class cities

1932 1932 - Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance - meeting on 12-16 in Madison to discuss tax problems and prepare resolutions for Legislature

1933 1933 Borrowings of $ 100,000 - First Wisconsin National Bank - Milwaukee 5% interest - for current and ordinary expenses

1933 1933 Resolution #2 authorizes the above to occur

1933 1933 - 12-31-1932 - Delinquent taxes = $ 132,856.07 - 1932 delinquent = $ 91,564, 1931 $ 27,336, all other years $ 13,956

1933 1933 County Board unanimously supports building of St. Lawrence Waterway

1934 1934 - Approved $ 4,500 in remodeling costs to Courthouse, later amended to $ 5,000 - actual total costs $ 4,896.27

1934 County purchases "special-messenger" insurance to transfer funds to working Bank in Rice Lake 

1934 Passes resolution "that married women should be barred from public office where the husband is found to be earning a wage also , vise versa".  

1934 Hints of Public Depository problems - Almena State Bank

1935 Spent $ 5,600 in first three months of year for the hospitalization, burial, medical expenses of indigent persons

1935 County offices now open 8am to 12noon 1pm to 5pm Monday to Friday, Saturday 8am to 12noon.

1935 Issued $ 50,000 of promissory notes

1935 Approved $ 1,000 for County Nurse - money in budget?

1935 Resolution to tax "Camp Strongheart"

1935 State to build Veterans Hospital in northern Wisconsin $ 750,000 County Board goes on record requesting Barron County be given consideration

1936 Approved borrowing $ 200,000 "to pay such current and ordinary expenses." 2% per annum

1936 Quite a few discussions on the drought of 1936

1936 11-16-1936 - resolution that State be required to guarantee payments timely for reimbursing Old Age Assistance, Blind Pension, Aid to Dependent Children

1936 11-17-1936 - resolution #1 - issue $ 120,000 bonds for Highway purposes @ 5% per annum - 5.5 miles of road on US HWY 8

1936 Tabled indefinitely the building of a County Old People's home and County Hospital

1937 Hwy has deficit of $ 28,790.83 on operating revenues of $ 107,555.64 or 26.76%, General Fund advances dollars to cover overdraft 

1937 5-4-1937 - $ 120,000 bonds sold at 2.5% per annum of interest

1937 Borrow $ 50,000 to operate.  (Notice pattern drop tax levy and then borrow in the succeeding year)

1938 Resolution #8 Establishes County Forests

1938 Authorized purchase of automatic coal stoker for $ 810 projected to save $ 310 each year versus heating with wood

1940 County had budget overdraft of $ 13,711.63 on total expenditures of $ 462,272.02 or 2.9%

1940 Undesignated Fund balance $ (32,552.76) - overdraft

1941 Approved $ 162.00 for annual membership - Wisconsin County Board Association

1941 Solicitors and Peddlers forever barred from Courthouse without written order from County Clerk

1941 5-7-1941 Certified indebtedness of County = $ 440,000 or 1.3% of total equalized valuation

1941 Authorization for $ 50,000 "to pay current and ordinary expenses."

1941 Undesignated Fund balance $ (13,499.51) - overdraft

1941 County had budget overdraft of $ 12,400.48 on total expenditures of $ 498,217.58 or 2.4%

Other Comments:

1920's Repair, replace, close, Old People's Home was a debated issue

1930's debate on closing Normal School in Rice Lake - (excess teachers)

1934 - Snow plow truck - car claim & Poor Farm road dispute


