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Clerk of Courts

Sharon Millermon
Clerk of Circuit Court

The Clerk of Court Office is following up on prospective jurors for the upcoming year
that were mailed a Juror Qualification Questionnaire and have failed to complete and re-
turn it. The first questionnaire was sent on August 26, 2020 to 1,494 people. The second
follow-up mailing was on October 14, 2020 to 242 people that failed to complete and re-
turn the questionnaire. To date, 133 have not responded which is a higher than normal
number. Last year, 92 people failed to complete the second questionnaire. Typically,
fewer than 100 people require a third follow-up. A third questionnaire will be sent soon
along with a Notice of Hearing to appear before Jury Judge Maureen D. Boyle to explain
why they have failed to complete and return the questionnaire.

Records are retained in the Clerk of Court Office pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 72.
Another project we are working on is preparing to convert microfiche records to an elec-
tronic format. This project requires staff to physically view each film of microfiche stored
in boxes and boxes, list the individual case in a Word document and determine whether
the record must be kept and converted. Any record the court is in possession of must be
made available for inspection and records produced upon demand. | made the decision to
move forward with this project when the microfiche reader/printer was beyond repair.

In the public access area there is a six drawer filing cabinet that houses old docketed and
satisfied judgments including delinquent state tax warrants that have various retention
periods including some having a permanent retention period. There are 52 inches of
cards in each drawer. The public must have access to this information, but judgment
cards have not been added to the filing cabinet since 1997. Two staff members have been
entering the information on these old cards into our CCAP software and scanning. This is
a painstakingly slow process. Staff are thrilled if they get 1” done per day. All of the
information will be available on public access computers and the filing cabinet will be
removed. My real goal and excitement with this project was to remove the filing cabinet
and add a children’s table and chairs to the public access room. Often parents must bring
their children along to complete various court documents. Not only are the parents in
stressful situations, but so are the children. My goal is to divert a small child’s attention
for just a moment with their own little area including some books or a puzzle. This addi-
tion will have to wait until after covid, but we’ll be ready.
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Finance Department

Vonnie Ritchie
Treasurer

ACT 185

The County Board and all other municipalities (except the Town of Sioux Creek and the Village of New Auburn) passed
resolution for Act 185 in April, which waved interest and penalty on postponed taxes until October 1, 2020, that would have
normally been due on July 31, 2020. We have a list of individual taxpayers that took advantage of this program and you are
welcome to come and look at it if you wish. Our office is still open to the public. Because of Act 185 we had to upgrade
our tax computer program. With our tax collections through July we were able to make all of the tax settlements in August
without having to borrow money to pay them in full. The table below will give you a better understanding of how this deci-
sion affected the tax collection.

Forest Administrator

TAX YR/DUE YR | 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 | 2019/2020
Total Levied Tax 80,857,669 82,659,067 85,541,484 88,915,926 90,434,886
3/1 Postponed Bal 17,175,366 17,045,710 15,805,327 18,323,977 18,330,090
3/1 Delinquent Bal 2,003,447 2,061,466 1,759,361 1,758,623 2,005,387
Total UNPAID 3/1 19,178,813 19,107,176 17,564,689 20,082,600 20,335,477
9/1 Postponed Bal Delq Only Delq Only Delq Only Delq Only 304,781
9/1 Delinquent Bal 1,159,718 890,495 887,359 859,237 705,248
Total UNPAID 9/1 1,159,718 890,495 887,359 859,237 1,010,029
10/9 Postponed Bal Delq Only Delq Only Delq Only Delq Only 179,954
10/9 Delinquent Bal 1,010,278 746,530 738,204 703,668 631,652
Total UNPAID 10/9 1,010,278 746,530 738,204 703,668 811,606
10/31 Delinquent Bal 918,381 650,079 629,543 643,455 702,031
Unpaid % 10/31 1.14% 0.79% 0.74% 0.72% 0.78%
Forestry
John Cisek

Harvest on the Turn-Around Sale (Tract # 1-2019) & the Deer Culvert Sale (Tract # 2-2018) has been complet-
ed, final loads of wood are being hauled. The final storm damage sale (Tract # 4-2019) has been completed and
wood is still being hauled from the landing. The county is allowing neighboring land owners to use county ac-
cess to 10 %2 Ave.

We have updated our timber tracking software to Timber Base 2020. | am working with the developer to “iron
out” a few glitches and customize the program to Barron County.

Timber sale set-up continues to be carried out by DNR Forester, Jannette Cain.
Boundary 1.D. and marking is being carried out by M. Netterlund, Ken Beranek and the maintenance staff.
Update of the 15 year plan is continuing.

The Buckthorn control project in the Silver Cr. Compartment was completed by 4-Control, based in Me-
nomonie, WI. Funds were provided through a Sustainable Forestry Grant.
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Highway Department

Mark Servi
Highway Commissioner

Today is November 16, 2020. Looking out the window | see that it is snowing! We have completed the major
projects of the year to the point where the weather will not impact them. There are smaller maintenance type pro-
jects that we will continue to work on as weather permits.

Our major projects on the county system this past construction season were (these were all funded with Barron

County funds):

e CTH SS - Chetek to CTH AA, completed paving the second mat of asphalt and shouldered.

e CTHOO-CTH O to CTH SS, pavement replacement project and shouldered.

e CTH I — Railroad tracks east ¥4 mile, pavement replacement completed and guardrail installation ongoing

e CTH U - Village of Dallas north to STH 25, the first mat of asphalt has been placed and the second mat will
be placed in 2021.

e CTHD-CTHO/D to CTH SS, crack fill and chip seal

e CTHO-CTHW to CTH D, crack fill and chip seal

In addition to the work that we self-performed, the Department also had several contacted projects on the County

Highway System:

e CTH U -CTH A to north limits of Village of Dallas, complete pavement structure replacement. This was
funded with 90% state funding under the CHID-S program, and the Highway Department performed the de-
sign and construction inspection on this project.

e CTH D - replacement of the bridge over Four Mile Creek west of STH 25. This was 80-% state funded un-
der the Bridge Pilot Program.

e CTH O over Yellow River and CTH AA over Pine Creek bridge deck repairs. These are 50% state funded
under the CHID program.

e CTH A —Dallasto CTH I, design of the pavement replacement on this section of highway is beginning. The
funding is 80% State funding under the STP-Rural program

e CTH SS Bridge over the Chetek River, design of the super structure replacement (bridge deck and beams) is
beginning. The funding is 80% state funding under the STP-Bridge program.

The Department also managed bridge replacement projects in the Towns of Clinton, Prairie Farm and Sumner,
and is managing the design of a bridge replacement in the Town of Vance Creek that will be constructed in 2022.

Our outstanding crew has another successful year working with our towns, cities, villages and other Barron
County Departments on various projects. We appreciate the relationships we have with all the local units of gov-
ernment and Departments. One of the more interesting facts about the 2020 construction season is we replaced
over 100 culvert at various locations, including the pipes under CTH B at Big Dummy Lake, which took two
weeks and involved having to pump the water from the lake continuously during construction.

As we head into winter our primary focus is safe winter roads. We have established work policy should our
crews become impacted by Covid-19, and continue to monitor crew availability. As our full time staffing is
based around winter maintenance needs, more than a few people off will have an effect on the level of service
that we are able to provide. We strongly recommend that when traveling on winter roads, focus be on driving.
All of the distractions, cell phone calls, texts, eating and others may lead a driver into an unforgiving situation
that could have been avoided. So please drive with caution and pay attention to the ever-changing winter road
conditions.
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Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC)

Jennifer Jako,
Director

With guidance from Public Health, the ADRC continues to provide services to older adults and people with disabilities in
safer ways during this pandemic - with a majority of our work being done over the phone and virtually. Essentially, ADRC
doors are closed to walk-ins and face to face appointments, but we will still provide to customers who have the need. Meals
on Wheels and transportation services continue to be in high demand. Here is a snapshot of our current services:

e Professional appointments with Dementia Care Specialist, Elder Benefit Specialists, Disability Benefit Specialist,
and I&A Specialists: Face-to-face contact including home visits and walk-ins to the ADRC remain suspended at this
time; we will see someone face to face if other options will not work or there is a high risk situation, but most assis-
tance with resources or applying for benefits can be provided over the phone or virtually.

e Caregiver Specialist and supports: Face to face contact remain suspended at this time; we will see someone face
to face if other options will not work, but most will be provided over the phone or virtually.

e Daybreak: Our adult day respite service remains suspended until further notice.

e Support Groups: The Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group occurs virtually each month. Low Vision and Early
Memory Loss support groups remain suspended.

e Meals on Wheels: Food security continues to be a top priority/top need in our community. Service continues as
usual, with continued driver precautions including door drops and masks. Our Meals on Wheels service has been one
of the biggest service requests during the pandemic. We are serving considerably more meals per day now than pre-
pandemic. The increase is related to a variety of reasons. Older adults may be recovering from COVID and continue to
have fatigue that impedes their activities of daily living. Customers may have relied on eating out or meal delivery
from a neighbor or family member and with the pandemic, those options are not as reliable.

e Grab and Go Lunch: Senior dining locations remain closed to avoid gatherings of older adults; however, seniors
can pick up a meal to go at 4 different locations in the County (Rice Lake, Barron, Turtle Lake, and Chetek). Federal
regulations have been madified to allow this service to assist with food security in our communities. This program
helps keep strain off of the Meals on Wheels service.

e AddLIFE Transportation: Specialized transportation services continue as usual with driver precautions in-
cluding masks and van sanitizing. We continue to limit to essential trips (medical-related & nutrition/supplies) and
we are transporting only one customer at a time.

e AddLIFE is also providing grocery delivery services.
e Medical Equipment Loan Closet: Our loan closet re-opened a few months ago due to high demand.

e Commodity Food Program: Commodity Food distribution continues with volunteers delivering to doorsteps
each month and/or drive thru pick up at the Government Center.

e Healthy Aging Workshops: Workshops remain suspended in person; however, the following workshops are currently
available virtually (with technology loan program available), contact Alisa at Ex 6374 to be added to a waiting list for
the next available workshop:

e Mind over Matter: Healthy Bowel, Healthy Bladder
e Aging Mastery Program Playbook Club

e Boost Your Brain and Memory

e Healthy Living with Diabetes

e Living Well and Chronic Conditions

The ADRC is looking for Meals on Wheels paid drivers and volunteers! Due to the pandemic which has brought
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Aging & Disability Resource Center (Continued)

staffing shortages and increased meal requests, the ADRC is seeking paid driver positions and volunteer positions. If you
have a family member, friend, or neighbor that would be interested in helping, please have them email or call Joanne Sweet
at extension 6206 or joanne.sweet@co.barron.wi.us. Meals on Wheels provides a hot meal, daily wellness check, and social
interaction opportunity for homebound older adults in Barron County. Training provided!

Website: The ADRC website was recently upgraded and now offers a searchable resource database. This was a ma-
jor project for the ADRC in 2020. These improvements bring more security to the website and more accessibility and ease
of finding resources to the community.

ADRC/Veterans offices continue to update for safety and confidentiality: Two years ago, we updated offices with
new paint and flooring and moved our customer waiting area. Captain Ron Baures recently completed a walk-through of
the ADRC/Veteran offices to assess readiness for First Amendment Auditors, overall safety, and confidentiality. Ron made
recommendations that we plan to follow through on such as transitioning access doors to swipe doors and remodeling our
reception area. We will work with IT and Maintenance departments to make this happen.

Medicare Part D Open Enrollment: Medicare D open enrollment is October 15 — December 7. ADRC staff are busy
assisting people to evaluate and enroll in a drug plan online. This year, Medicare beneficiaries have multiple drug plans to
choose from to find the best fit with their prescription needs in the coming year. The change in plans will take effect on Jan-
uary 1, 2021. Last year we helped approximately 1,000 people with their Medicare Part D plans and we anticipate to exceed
that number of customers this year. We are providing a large majority of assistance with this over the phone.

Transportation: | am currently serving on two different Statewide Transportation Advisory Committees: WisDOT
Non-Driver Advisory Committee and WisDOT Understanding Mobility Needs for Older Adults in Wisconsin Advisory
Committee. Both committees will help bring recommendations to the State on how to plan for current and future transporta-
tion needs. The ADRC recently held two public hearings to get community input on our AddLIFE Transit program; these
hearings allow the public to give input on how we utilize the funding and how we run the program. | am taking comments
until 11/20/20 at jennifer.jako@co.barron.wi.us. Transportation remains a top unmet need in our county and across the state
of Wisconsin and is among the most requested support service for older adults and persons with disabilities. Having trans-
portation programs allows individuals to remain in a community setting and out of expensive institutional care. Thriving
communities have strong transportation options. One example of input received this year: “This transportation is my life
line.” — V. Sajka Cumberland

ADRC Reinvestment Initiative: ADRCs are the first place citizens go to get accurate unbiased information on all
aspects of life related to aging or living with a disability. ADRCs serve the fastest growing demographic of our state’s popu-
lation; yet, the funding methodology has not been revised in more than a decade and the allocation has not increased since
2006. To address this problem the Office for Resource Center Development within the Department of Health Services es-
tablished a stakeholder advisory group to identify the funding needed to cover the services required in our Scope of Ser-
vices, add critical services to an ADRC’s requirements and equalize services among ADRCs statewide. In order to imple-
ment the recommendations made by the stakeholder advisory group, an additional investment of $52.46 million state GPR
funding is needed. The Wisconsin Counties Association is supportive of this proposal, has included the initiative in their
2021-2022 1 eqislative Agenda, created the ADRC Reinvestment factsheet, and drafted the Resolution Supporting Increased
Funding for Aging and Disability Resource Centers. Over the next few months, | will be talking to our ADRC Governing
Board, Chair Okey and Administrator French to determine if Barron County would like to adopt a resolution to pass on to
the Governor and legislators. Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

We encourage everyone to continue to call and check in on your family, friends and neighbors frequently. Social isolation is
very concerning for our very rural isolated homebound neighbors, especially during the pandemic. We are encouraging our
target customers to follow CDC prevention guidance and to develop an emergency backup plan — especially for caregivers
in the event you or the one you care for gets sick. If you or anyone you know needs any information about our services or
events or needs help planning for the future, please call at 715-537-6225, email staff, or check out our website at
www.adrcconnections.org, or like us on Facebook @ ADRCBarron.




