BARRON COUNTY, WI

Department Updates

October - November 2024

Waste to Energy & Recycling

Brent Bohn, Plant Director
We’re shredding it at Waste to Energy!

We’ve purchased and implemented a shredder to shred large, bulky, undesirable waste such as tires, mattress-
es, paper rolls, construction, and demolition. The shredder, made by Komptech, is powered by a C18 (18-liter)
Caterpillar engine rated at 600 horsepower. Its operating weight is about 60,000 pounds, and depending on the
waste, it will shred about 110 tons per hour. The shredder al-
lows us to process wastes that would have been diverted to the
landfill in the past. We project to prevent at least 6,500 tons of
trash from entering the landfill annually. It is truly an impres-
sive machine, and we are excited to discover how this will
transform our process \
and throughput. The
shredder is mobile
and can be transport-
ed to other locations,
so keep this in mind
if your department
has a use for it, like
shredding homes or
buildings.

County Clerk

Jessica Hodek, County Clerk

Barron County had a huge voter turnout at the General Election with a total of 26,967 votes cast. That equates to
73% of eligible voters and 94% of registered voters. This is a higher turnout than our last Presidential election in
2020. There were 1,498 more ballots cast in this Presidential election than in the 2020 Presidential election but that
was also during the Covid pandemic so not the perfect comparison. Barron County also had a record number of ab-
sentee ballot requests this election. The number of absentee ballots issued in our county were 8,937 which includes
both mailed and in person absentees. This number means that 32% of registered voters had their ballots prior to
Election Day. The increase in participation in yesterday's election reflects a deep recognition of the importance of
every vote. People came out in record numbers to make their voices heard. Barron County results were certified to
the State on November 12th. The State also randomly audits different municipalities within the State and 6 munici-
palities in Barron County were chosen for this election. This simply means that the municipality will complete an
audit and hand count all of their ballots to ensure what they hand count matches what their tabulating machines
counted on election day. It's just one more step in the process to ensure Wisconsin has every vote accounted for.

On behalf of my office, and the Barron County voters, I want to thank all of our municipal clerks and poll work-
ers. Municipal clerks and poll workers are your friends, family and neighbors. It's their tireless efforts that ensure
the voting process runs smoothly, accurately and fairly. Please take a minute to thank them for their public service.



https://www.co.barron.wi.us/elections_2024_11.cfm

Child Support Agency

.Lynette Metcalf, Program Manager

A huge shout out to the Child Support Agency staff is needed. At the end of Federal Fiscal Year (FFY)
2024, the Child Support Agency showed improvement in 4 of the 5 performance measures: Court Or-
der Establishment increase of 0.46%, Paternity Establishment increase of 5.21%, Arrears Collections
increase of 2.98%, and Medical Support increase of 12.22%. The Current Support Collections de-
creased by 0.24%. )
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The Child Support Agency is working to increase its collaboration with community partners. Starting in
November 2024, we will be joining the Multi Agency Resource Event. We will have 1-2 staff members
present at each event to assist with child support questions/concerns.

Our agency is also collaborating with Embrace. We deal with many clients who are survivors of do-
mestic violence. With the help of Embrace, we will be able to help these individuals with the financial
assistance they need to support their children in the safest manner possible.

Child Support funding is based on performance guideline categories of Court Order Establishment, Pa-
ternity Establishment, Current Child Support Collections, Arrears Collections, and Medical Support.
The graph below represents a comparison of the Barron County Child Support Agency current perfor-
mance with the State of Wisconsin’s FFY Target goal and the State of Wisconsin’s FFY 2024
(statewide average) performance.

Barron County as of Wisconsin Target Rate Wisconsin FFY 2024 as

September 30, 2024 at FFY End of September 30, 2024
Court Order Establishment 94.30% 80% 83.82%
Paternity Establishment 115.74% 90% 98.91%
Current Child Support 77.75% 80% 74.38%
Arrears Collection 78.84% 80% 67.78%
Medical Support Rate 44.12% No Target Rate 48.29%

The Barron County Child Support Agency was able to collect a total of $3,077,439.44 from April 1,
2024 through September 30, 2024 to support our client’s families.




Medical Examiner

Nate Dunston, Medical Examiner

November 18-22 is Winter Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin
As we enter the winter months the leading causes of death in Wisconsin include cold weather-related illnesses, vehicle
accidents, and fires.

and are both excellent resources on finding information on how to better
prepare for the upcoming winter season.
Total
2024 Cases M F Natural | Suicide Homicide | Accidental | Pending | Autopsy
January 38 27 11 32 0 0 6 0 0
February 41 18 23 37 2 0 2 0 1
March 41 17 24 38 0 0 3 0 1
April 27 18 9 26 0 0 1 0 0
May 35 22 13 33 0 0 2 0 0
June 40 24 16 35 0 0 4 1 0
July 46 25 21 44 1 0 1 0 0
August 54 27 27 48 2 0 4 0 2
Septem-
ber 49 21 28 44 0 0 5 0 2
October 42 23 19 35 3 0 2 2 2
Total: | 413 | 222 | 191 372 8 0 30 3 8
2023 535 285 250 474 12 5 44 0 21
2022 526 276 250 477 4 1 43 1-U 19
2021 504 277 227 459 12 0 33 0 18
2015 394 194 200 369 3 0 22 0 7

2023-2015 Are calendar year totals provided for historical comparison.

Veterans Service Office

Scott Bachowski, Veterans Service Officer

GDX Expenditure Report /2023 Completed Work - The 2023 Geographic Distribution of Veteran Affairs
Expenditures (GDX) statistics are available through the Department of Veteran Affairs. The listing includes VA
Compensation and Pension; and, Readjustment (Education) and Vocational Rehabilitation expenditures. The GDX
also shows the estimated veteran population for each state and county. According to the 2023 statistics, Barron
County has a population of 3,300 Veterans; those veterans are receiving $19,786,000 in VA Compensation and
Pension (C&P). As a comparison from 2022, Barron County had 3,388 veterans and received $18,788,000. With
the number of veterans decreasing, we continue to maintain our disability compensation and pension dollars coming
into the county.

Supplemental Grant Funds — We have exhausted all $17,000 of our supplemental grant funds as required by the
WDVA.

Scanning Project — The Veterans Service Office began scanning our veterans’ files in August 2017 and to date we
have scanned approximately 5500 files of the 7500 paper files that we currently store in filing cabinets. We are
hopeful to complete this project in late 2024 or early 2025.
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Aging & Disability Resource Center

Jennifer Jako, Director

The ADRC kept busy this fall. With multiple retirements, several new staff continue to train and learn
what we do and why we do it. We completed our 2025-2027 Aging Plan, implemented a Men’s Shed
project, and are in process of transitioning to a new statewide documentation and resource system.

2024 Centenarian Celebration: Each year, the ADRC and Barron County leadership honor those
who have lived 100 years or more. In October, we made contact with 12 centenarians. Four centenari-
ans and their families were able to join us for lunch at Turtleback Golf and Event Center. Those of us
who attended were in the presence of 3 centenarians who served in World War I, in the branches of
navy, marines and air force. While he did not feel up to attending on the cold, dreary day, Ellis Amdall
is our oldest known Barron County centenarian at age 108. Yes, he was born in 1916. Centenarians re-
ported family, work ethic, using your mind and body, and a good sense of humor as the secrets to their
longevity.

Back row, left to right: Barron County Administrator Jeff French, Barron County Chair Louie Okey,
State Senator Romaine Quinn, Front row, left to right: George Richie (102), Bob Ebner (100), Ethel
Rasmussen (100), and John Richter (102)
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Aging & Disability Resource Center (Continued)
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2024 Centenarians and their families.

Meals on Wheels Kitchen: Bill
from Prism Design presented the
Property Committee with an offi-
cial project completion plaque on
11/8/24. The kitchen project offi-
cially began July 5, 2023 with the
first meal served on February 14,
2024. We’ve entirely transitioned
into the space and final adjust-
ments were completed. This
kitchen will serve those most in
need in our communities for dec-
ades to come. Thank you to eve-
ryone for the support of this pro-
ject.




Aging & Disability Resource Center (Continued)

Men’s Shed: The Barron County Men’s Shed was started in October thanks to a grant award to the
ADRC. Men’s Sheds are popping up across the country, as socialization, particularly by men, is being
recognized as being very important for a person’s health.

The Men’s Shed aims to create a supportive community where older men can connect, fostering health,
well-being and a sense of purpose. The project is in its infancy. Trisha Witham, Dementia Care Spe-
cialist, is leading a coalition evaluating the project and taking input each month. The nature of The
Shed and its future will be shaped by those who participate in it.

The first Shed event was on October 9" and featured a blacksmith demonstration at the Pioneer Village
Museum in Cameron. The second event was held on November 13" and featured animal trapping at
the Barron County Highway facility — Crew Room. Both events had about 35 men attend from through-
out Barron, Rusk and Polk counties. Men come to learn about new things, tinker and make stuff while
sharing coffee and a lunch meal while making new friends. There is no expectation, like other civic
groups may have, so it can be more appealing to some men.

The next event will be held on December 11" at the new Barron County Highway facility — Crew
Room featuring wood burning and holiday fun. The event is 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and RSVP is re-
quired either online at https://www.adrcconnections.org/registrations or by calling Trisha Witham at
715-537-6225.

If you or anyone you know needs any information about our services or resources, needs help planning
for the future, would like to participate in a Healthy Aging workshop, or would like to volunteer for
any of our programs, please call at 888-538-3031 or 715-537-6225, email staff, or check out our web-
site at www.adrcconnections.org, or like us on Facebook @ADRCBarron.



https://www.adrcconnections.org/registrations
http://www.adrcconnections.org
https://www.facebook.com/ADRCBarron/

Health & Human Services

Stacey Frolik, Director

The Department of Health and Human Services and Information Technology (IT) Department has been
involved in a several month project to identify a new case management, electronic health record and
finance/contract interface system. A team of individuals from both departments participated in the
demonstration of three different systems. We are close to making a decision regarding the final

award. Once a contract is secured the planning and implementation process will begin and it is antici-
pated this phase will take approximately 1 year. This has been a large undertaking as we are attempt-
ing to replace a system that was built, updated and maintained by staff internal to the IT Department for
20 plus years. Our current system has served us well and we are excited about the change and opportu-
nities a new system will provide.

Our Public Health team has been busy this fall. We once again partnered with our county school dis-
tricts in giving the flu shot to children during our school flu vaccination clinics. With parent permis-
sion we administered 445 shots.

We are also in the process of completing our Community Health Assessment (CHA) in partnership
with our local healthcare systems. There were 42 people who attended our community CHA meeting.
As a result of the community health assessment survey and the community meeting the top three health
priorities were identified. Those priorities are Mental Health (including access to providers), Substance
use and misuse, and Access to healthcare and providers. Over the next several months, action will be
taken to try to address these issues in our county.

Our Comprehensive Community Services Program, which is a Medicaid program serving people of all
ages who experience Mental Health and or Substance Abuse issues continues to grow. For the third
quarter of 2024 our total enrollment is 157 youth and adult participants.

A Multi-Agency Resource Event (MARE) was held on November 7 at UWECBC.The event served 53

households, a total of 73 persons who attended in-person and over 125 family members.

e 50% of person's served live in Rice Lake. Other locations were Cameron (11%), Barron (11%),
Almena (9.5%).

e 37% of households served consist of 4 or more people. 39% are single households.
e 92% of attendees are below the poverty line.
e 429% of attendees's preferred language was Spanish.

e Top needs were: Food (66%), Clothing (59%), Financial Assistance (40%), Home/Vehicle Repairs
(36%), Housing (34%)

We applied for and were awarded a grant for implementation funding from the Wisconsin Department
of Health Services (DHS) for an Overdose Fatality Review (OFR) Team. We currently have a Child
Death Review Team and a Suicide Death Review Team. This will be another tool to better identify is-
sues that contribute to these deaths within our county and implement strategies to combat potentially
preventable deaths.




