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In the Technology Department, 2023 has been a year of change.  You’ll hear from a new person 
when you contact our department.  Tim Bablick is our new Network Analyst.  We are working 
on getting him up to speed on the systems we use.  This certainly takes time with so many de-
partment specific applications and systems to go through.   
 
We also have lots of work with some new server systems that need to be replaced before they 
go end of life. Additionally as apart of the Highway Building project we will have a new county 
IT Data Center, so as that is built we will have lots of setup to prep our equipment to move in 
there. With a 21st century facility, we are also getting all of the new technology items setup 
which includes many more technology items than the old facility. 
 
With this transition it is more important than ever that staff use our helpdesk options.  The email 
to use would be helpdesk@co.barron.wi.us.  This email goes to all of us and then the appropri-
ate staff member can pick it up and get back to you.  If you need more immediate help or your 
computer is not working our extension for helpdesk is 6830.  We do have projects and some-
times step out of our office so if we don’t answer please leave a message and we all will see it 
and will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Before having to call or email the helpdesk we do have a Technology Help Page available with 
some frequent questions and helpful documents. You can find it on your Chrome Bookmarks 
Bar.  Look for the BCLinks folder on the left and it’s the 4th option down. Inside that Tech Help 
Website we have several pages of information sorted by category, please click around and take 
a look.  There are many other important links in BCLinks listed in a department specific folders. 

Jodi Busch 
Finance Director 
 
Spring time is audit time in the Finance Department.  In addition to daily duties, staff has been 
very busy reconciling accounts and closing out 2022.  The Highway audit fieldwork by our ex-
ternal auditors, CliftonLarsonAllen, will be conducted the week of March 20th. The county-
wide audit will commence April 17th.  
 
As the new Highway Facility is nearing completion, the original bond amount of $25.12 million 
has now been completely expended.  In November, 2022 the County Board approved using 
Highway Fund Balance in the amount of $4.6 million to complete the project.  Moving forward, 
the Finance Department will continue to process payments, and maintain cash reconciliations 
and complete various financial reportings until the project is complete. 
 
Another project keeping us busy is managing the financial activity of the American Rescue Plan 
Act.  Barron County was awarded just over $8.75 million which needs to be encumbered no 
later than December 31, 2024 with total spent by December 31, 2026.  To date, $5.936 million 
has been formally encumbered by the County Board and $1.589 million has been spent on vari-
ous capital and tourism projects around the County. 
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Treasurer 

Samantha Sommerfeld, Treasurer 

WISCONSIN HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS 
The program deadline has been extended until funds run out which could be very soon. As a reminder, this program 
can help with overdue bills like mortgage payments, property taxes, utilities, and more. This program is for individuals 
and families who live in Wisconsin with overdue housing-related bills, and have experienced a qualified economic 
hardship since 1/21/2020. Up to $40,000 per household may be available to help with overdue bills. 
 

 Application portal: HomeownerHelp.WI.Gov.  

 Dedicated call center: 1-855-2-HOME-WI (will help provide additional information about how to apply, but ap-
plications can’t be submitted by phone)    

 WHH Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Tax Deed Properties  
The In-Rem tax foreclosure petition was filed with the courts on March 16, 2023 for 2019 & prior delinquent taxes. 
The notice and list of parcels has been published in all Barron County newspapers, is posted on the bulletin in our of-
fice and is posted on our County website. The owners and mortgage holders have until June 16, 2023 to stop the fore-
closure action by paying the 2019 & prior taxes, including tax deed fees, interest and penalties. After the June 16th 
deadline and title is transferred to Barron County, the previous owners can repurchase the property within 30 days by 
paying all years of delinquent taxes including interest, penalty, and tax deed fees.  
 
Camping Reservations 
All Barron County camp sites and picnic shelters are reserved online through the county website with a credit card. As 
of April 14, 2023, we have collected $69,890 for this year’s camping season. We are in the process of updating the 
camping materials for the caretakers. Our annual meeting for the caretakers will be held 4/21/2023. 
 

National Work Zone Awareness Week was April 17th - 21st.  Work Zone Awareness week is held at the start of 
the roadway construction season to encourage safe driving through highway work zones.  Please use extreme  
caution in work zones.  Thank you to the Barron County Highway Department! 

Donald Ballard Jared Klouse Lori Raven 

Todd Boortz Chad Lambert Travis Riewestahl 

Kyler Coleman Scott Losey Trevan Rohde 

Calvin Davis Maverick Losey Nathan Roth 

John Dietrich David Marvin Ryan Rudeen 

Andrew Feidt Lawrence Mazel Zachary Rude 

Anatoly Frisco Lamont Miller Joshua Schmidt 

Gary Gall Nathan Nelson Mark Servi 

Michael Gallo Cory O’Brien Danny Stanley 

Brady Holmstrom Joseph Olson Anthony Tangwall 

Raymond Horton Weston Olson Brent Thill 

Michael Jones Clay Paulson Trevor Thompson 

Mak Kaiser Scott Peltier Orin Thompson 

Cory Karshbaum Sandra Perry Terry Wilcox 

Jason Kirby Peter Peterson Matthew Zoellick 

Jonathan Klein Anthony Posta  

https://homeownerhelp.wi.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vx4hre6yjgNqEoqpcBpRwzwd86hrn0-U/view?usp=sharing
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Lynette Metcalf, Program Manager 
 
The Child Support staff have done some amazing work over the past year. All staff has had some part in meeting the 
Wisconsin Target Rate by the end of the FFY. Hard work by the staff has increased our court order establishment rate 
by 1.43% from 93.92% to 95.35%, increased our child support collections rate by 0.47% from 76.50% to 76.97%, and 
increased our arrears collections rate by 4.3% from 64.30% to 68.60%. A huge congratulations are in order! 
 
Child Support funding is based on performance guideline categories of Court Order Establishment, Paternity Estab-
lishment, Current Child Support Collections, and Arrears Collections. The graph below represents a comparison of the 
Barron County Child Support Agency current performance with the State of Wisconsin’s FFY Target goal and the 
State of Wisconsin’s FFY 2023 (statewide average) performance. 
 

 
 
The Barron County Child Support Agency was able to collect a total of $1,086,881.63 from February 1, 2023 through 
March 31, 2023 to support our client’s families. 
 
The Barron County Child Support website (https://www.barroncountywi.gov/child-support) is an excellent resource 
for clients to utilize. The website provides access to forms and helpful information such as applying for services, 
checking payment information, child support calculator, payment options, direct deposit form, job search form, medi-
cal documentation form, Motion to Change document, Stipulation and Order to Change document, and payment cou-
pon access. 
 

Child Support clients are strongly encouraged to call our call center Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 4:30pm 
at (414) 615-2596 to speak to a customer service representative. Clients can also reach our agency outside the call 

center hours by calling (715) 537-6390 and leaving a voicemail, texting at (715) 240-5963, or email our agency at 
childsupport@co.barron.wi.us. 

 
National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week was April 9th - 15th.  Thank you Barron County  

Communication Officers for the work you do! 
 
 Dale Hrdlicka 
 Paul Broten 
 Jen Tavalacci 
 Kari Dvorak 
 Maria Herdahl 
 Amy Thomspson 
 Kelsey Peterson 
 Sarai Fisher 
 Joy Nelson 
 Courtney Zehm 
 Lexy Smith 
 

  Barron County as of 
March 31, 2023 

Wisconsin Target Rate 
at FFY End 

Wisconsin FFY 2023 as 
of March 31, 2023 

Court Order Establishment 95.35% 80% 85.22% 

Paternity Establishment 101.90% 90% 91.10% 

Current Child Support 76.97% 80% 74.42% 

Arrears Collection 68.60% 80% 58.68% 

Child Support Agency 

https://www.barroncountywi.gov/child-support
mailto:childsupport@co.barron.wi.us





