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In the Technology Department, 2023 has been a year of change. You’ll hear from a new person
when you contact our department. Tim Bablick is our new Network Analyst. We are working
on getting him up to speed on the systems we use. This certainly takes time with so many de-
partment specific applications and systems to go through.

We also have lots of work with some new server systems that need to be replaced before they
go end of life. Additionally as apart of the Highway Building project we will have a new county
IT Data Center, so as that is built we will have lots of setup to prep our equipment to move in
there. With a 21st century facility, we are also getting all of the new technology items setup
which includes many more technology items than the old facility.

With this transition it is more important than ever that staff use our helpdesk options. The email
to use would be helpdesk@co.barron.wi.us. This email goes to all of us and then the appropri-
ate staff member can pick it up and get back to you. If you need more immediate help or your
computer is not working our extension for helpdesk is 6830. We do have projects and some-
times step out of our office so if we don’t answer please leave a message and we all will see it
and will get back to you as soon as we can.

Before having to call or email the helpdesk we do have a Technology Help Page available with
some frequent questions and helpful documents. You can find it on your Chrome Bookmarks
Bar. Look for the BCLinks folder on the left and it’s the 4th option down. Inside that Tech Help
Website we have several pages of information sorted by category, please click around and take
a look. There are many other important links in BCLinks listed in a department specific folders.
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In This Issue:
Spring time is audit time in the Finance Department. In addition to daily duties, staff has been

very busy reconciling accounts and closing out 2022. The Highway audit fieldwork by our ex-

1 ternal auditors, CliftonLarsonAllen, will be conducted the week of March 20th. The county-
wide audit will commence April 17th.

Technology
Finance

As the new Highway Facility is nearing completion, the original bond amount of $25.12 million
Treasurer 2 has now been completely expended. In November, 2022 the County Board approved using
Highway Fund Balance in the amount of $4.6 million to complete the project. Moving forward,
the Finance Department will continue to process payments, and maintain cash reconciliations

Child Support 3 and complete various financial reportings until the project is complete.

Another project keeping us busy is managing the financial activity of the American Rescue Plan

. _ Act. Barron County was awarded just over $8.75 million which needs to be encumbered no
UW Extension 4 later than December 31, 2024 with total spent by December 31, 2026. To date, $5.936 million
has been formally encumbered by the County Board and $1.589 million has been spent on vari-

ous capital and tourism projects around the County.
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Treasurer

Samantha Sommerfeld, Treasurer

WISCONSIN HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS

The program deadline has been extended until funds run out which could be very soon. As a reminder, this program
can help with overdue bills like mortgage payments, property taxes, utilities, and more. This program is for individuals
and families who live in Wisconsin with overdue housing-related bills, and have experienced a qualified economic
hardship since 1/21/2020. Up to $40,000 per household may be available to help with overdue bills.

e Application portal: HomeownerHelp. WL.Gov.

o Dedicated call center: 1-855-2-HOME-WI (will help provide additional information about how to apply, but ap-
plications can’t be submitted by phone)

e WHH Frequently Asked Questions

Tax Deed Properties

The In-Rem tax foreclosure petition was filed with the courts on March 16, 2023 for 2019 & prior delinquent taxes.
The notice and list of parcels has been published in all Barron County newspapers, is posted on the bulletin in our of-
fice and is posted on our County website. The owners and mortgage holders have until June 16, 2023 to stop the fore-
closure action by paying the 2019 & prior taxes, including tax deed fees, interest and penalties. After the June 16"
deadline and title is transferred to Barron County, the previous owners can repurchase the property within 30 days by
paying all years of delinquent taxes including interest, penalty, and tax deed fees.

Camping Reservations

All Barron County camp sites and picnic shelters are reserved online through the county website with a credit card. As
of April 14, 2023, we have collected $69,890 for this year’s camping season. We are in the process of updating the
camping materials for the caretakers. Our annual meeting for the caretakers will be held 4/21/2023.

National Work Zone Awareness Week was April 17th - 21st. Work Zone Awareness week is held at the start of
the roadway construction season to encourage safe driving through highway work zones. Please use extreme
caution in work zones. Thank you to the Barron County Highway Department!

Donald Ballard Jared Klouse Lori Raven
work zone safety. Todd Boortz Chad Lambert ~ Travis Riewestahl
Kyler Coleman Scott Losey Trevan Rohde
Calvin Davis Maverick Losey Nathan Roth
John Dietrich David Marvin Ryan Rudeen
Andrew Feidt Lawrence Mazel Zachary Rude
Anatoly Frisco Lamont Miller Joshua Schmidt
Gary Gall Nathan Nelson Mark Servi
Michael Gallo Cory O’Brien Danny Stanley
Brady Holmstrom Joseph Olson Anthony Tangwall
Raymond Horton Weston Olson Brent Thill
Michael Jones Clay Paulson Trevor Thompson
Mak Kaiser Scott Peltier Orin Thompson
Cory Karshbaum Sandra Perry Terry Wilcox
Jason Kirby Peter Peterson Matthew Zoellick

Jonathan Klein Anthony Posta
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Child Support Agency

Lynette Metcalf, Program Manager

The Child Support staff have done some amazing work over the past year. All staff has had some part in meeting the
Wisconsin Target Rate by the end of the FFY. Hard work by the staff has increased our court order establishment rate
by 1.43% from 93.92% to 95.35%, increased our child support collections rate by 0.47% from 76.50% to 76.97%, and
increased our arrears collections rate by 4.3% from 64.30% to 68.60%. A huge congratulations are in order!

Child Support funding is based on performance guideline categories of Court Order Establishment, Paternity Estab-
lishment, Current Child Support Collections, and Arrears Collections. The graph below represents a comparison of the
Barron County Child Support Agency current performance with the State of Wisconsin’s FFY Target goal and the
State of Wisconsin’s FFY 2023 (statewide average) performance.

Barron County as of Wisconsin Target Rate Wisconsin FFY 2023 as
March 31, 2023 at FFY End of March 31, 2023
Court Order Establishment 95.35% 80% 85.22%
Paternity Establishment 101.90% 90% 91.10%
Current Child Support 76.97% 80% 74.42%
Arrears Collection 68.60% 80% 58.68%

The Barron County Child Support Agency was able to collect a total of $1,086,881.63 from February 1, 2023 through
March 31, 2023 to support our client’s families.

The Barron County Child Support website (https://www.barroncountywi.gov/child-support) is an excellent resource
for clients to utilize. The website provides access to forms and helpful information such as applying for services,
checking payment information, child support calculator, payment options, direct deposit form, job search form, medi-
cal documentation form, Motion to Change document, Stipulation and Order to Change document, and payment cou-
pon access.

Child Support clients are strongly encouraged to call our call center Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 4:30pm
at (414) 615-2596 to speak to a customer service representative. Clients can also reach our agency outside the call
center hours by calling (715) 537-6390 and leaving a voicemail, texting at (715) 240-5963, or email our agency at
childsupport@co.barron.wi.us.

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week was April 9th - 15th. Thank you Barron County
Communication Officers for the work you do!

Dale Hrdlicka
Paul Broten
Jen Tavalacci
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FoodWlse is federally funded by the Supplemental Mutrition Assistance ’H':‘
Program-Education (SMAP-Ed) and the Expanded Food and Mutrition : *-n!x ] | g '| .—"
Education Program (EFMEP). We advance healthy eating habits, active e {1 _:"
lifestyles and healthy community environments for Wisconsin residents 1:'— i I _ I_f
with limited incomes through nutrition education at the individual, ﬁ, _L;I /
community and systems levels. LI:'
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The Landscape
54% 35% 10% 13%
of population lives in census of adults of individuals of households receive
tracts that are low income have obesity are food insecure SMNAP benefits

& have low access
to healthy foods ‘ H i ' !

Achieving More Together

Wy UW-Madison Division of Extension works alongside the people of Wisconsin to deliver
practical educational programs where people live and work — on the farm, in schools and
throughout urban and rural communities. In Barmon County, FoodWlse partners with
schools, senior meal programs, food pantries, Barron Farmers” Market and the Barron
Community Garden to help make the healthy choice the easy choice in our communities.
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Emmunity Impacts In 2022

Delivered nutrition education to 768 learners in a variety of settings for
‘i:“ HeadStart, and Prek-5 grade school settings.

A Mini Master Gardener/fouth in the Garden class taught kids about vegetables
and fruits, and how to grow them in a community garden.

The Barron Community Garden donated 950 pounds of produce between 2
sites, the Barron Food Pantry & the Barron Co. Senior Mutrition Program which
increased healthy food access to community members with limited income.
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School Education

Young children are the most influential in changing their attitudes and
habits. And with 45% of Baron County students being eligible for the Free
& Reduces Mational School Lunch Program, Food\Wlse has the opportunity
to support them in making healthy habits around food.

Consistenthy, FoodWlse educators teach elementary grades 1, 3, & 5, with
a series of 5 nutrition education lessons. This frequency aids in a consistent
message of healthy eating over the years.

Andrea, a FoodWlse

Students show an improvement in knowledge regarding the nutrition educator. reads a
education taught in their classrooms. fun book about

nutrition to a 1st
grade classroom.

Opportunities
At the Market

A partnership between Barron County FoodWlse and Barron County WIC
developed a Farmers' Market EBT and Debit/Credit Program. This effort
increases opportunities for individuals experiencing food insecurity to have
access to a variety of fresh produce throughout the growing season.

The program began at the Barron Country Lane Farmers” Market in June 2022
Support resources come from the community organizations of FoodWise, WIC,
Barron County Department of Health & Human Services, Barmron Cupboard &

Closet, Mayo Clinic Health System, and Country Lane Farmers” Market & Representatives of
Pantry. This program offers increased access to a variety of fresh produce for community
individuals and families through the purchase of tokens with their EBT card organizations that
FoodShare dollars. Tokens purchased with their EBT card buy allowable food participated in the
such as healthy vegetables and fruit. A Debit/Credit program lets individuals EBT at the Farmers'
who forgot cash use a card to buy tokens to purchase from any participating Market Program.

vendor at the Farmers” Market. Their purchase of tokens helps cover the cost of
offering the EBT program.

Connect
With Us

Barron Extension.wisc.edu
335 E. Monroe Ave. o
Barron, Wl 54812 Kathy Splett Andrea Gardner

. Mutrition Coordinator Mutrition Educator

Food¥Wlse education is funded by the USDA Supplemental Mutrition Assistance Program — SHAP and Expanded Food amnd Mutrition Edwcation Progrsm —
EFMEP. &n EEOVAS emgployer, University of Wisconsin-Madizon Division of Exdension provides equal opporbunsties in employment and programming,
imcd i Tikle W, Titke [5, the Americans with Disabilties Act [A0A] and Section 504 of the Rehabiation St



