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Lynette Metcalf, Program Manager 
 
The Child Support Agency with the help of the IT Department is progressing to-
ward a paperless filing system. The new system will help cut costs, increase 
productivity, save office space, simplify information sharing, and protect client’s 
private information all while helping the environment. This will be a slow pro-
cess, but the system has been designed and we are hopeful to have procedures 
written, staff training completed, and all staff using it by the end of the year. A 
huge thank you to the IT Department for their collaboration with our Agency in 
making this happen. 
 

 
 

Child Support funding is based on performance guideline categories of Court Or-
der Establishment, Paternity Establishment, Current Child Support Collections, 
and Arrears Collections. The graph below represents a comparison of the Barron 

County Child Support Agency current performance with the State of Wisconsin’s 
FFY Target goal and the State of Wisconsin’s FFY 2024 (statewide average) per-
formance. 

The Barron County Child Support Agency was able to collect a total of 

$1,630,631.05 from January 1, 2024 through March 31, 2024 to support our cli-
ent’s families. 
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  Barron County as of 
March 31, 2024 

Wisconsin Target 
Rate 

at FFY End 

Wisconsin FFY 
2024 as of March 

31, 2024 

Court Order              
Establishment 

94.04% 80% 84.37% 

Paternity Establishment 106.65% 90% 92.60% 

Current Child Support 77.86% 80% 74.38% 

Arrears Collection 70.57% 80% 58.03% 
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Judge James Babler 
 

It is hard to believe that the Barron County Justice Center is 20 years old!  As many will re-

member, the old Barron County Jail was too small and was unsafe for prisoners and staff.   The 

County was under pressure from the State to build a new jail and the County was spending 

more than $600,000 per year to house inmates in other county jails.    
 

The County spent six years planning for the Justice Center.  After 3 different plans, many com-

promises and reductions in size and cost, the Board approved the project. Initial construction 

began in the fall of 2002 and opened on April 19, 2004. The project was completed ahead of 
schedule and under the $19,000,000 budget with a final cost of about $18,500,000.   

 

The Justice Center features many innovative designs, including: geothermal heating and cool-

ing; video visitation of prisoners; and a staff efficient jail.   The new building also enhanced 
safety of the citizens and staff by eliminating inmates using the public hallways.  It is a wonder-

ful facility and is the envy of many other Counties.  

 

While the building was designed to accommodate increased jail populations, due to compro-

mises, it was built with space for only two full-time Judges and a part-time Family Court Com-
missioner. In 2008, the legislature added a third Circuit Court Judge for Barron County.  We 

worked very hard to schedule jury trials, court trials and other hearings for the three Judges and 

a Family Court Commissioner within the facility. However, even with our best efforts, there 

were 35 days per year when one of the Circuit Judges had no courtroom to conduct hearings.   
So in 2017, with the cooperation of Sheriff Fitzgerald, a Family Courtroom was carved out of a 

portion of the EOC on the first floor to better serve the public and to dispose of cases more 

quickly.   

 
Although the building is 20 years 

old and looks remarkably new, it 

requires needed maintenance and 

updates, including heating/cooling 
units, carpeting, and electronics, to 

name a few.  Barron County can be 

proud of the design and the fore-

sight to require the architects and 

contractors to provide us a building 
with attractive and durable materi-

als! 
 
 

 

Courts 
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Samantha Sommerfeld, Treasurer 

Staffing Update: 
In February, our beloved Erica Sinclair accepted a position in the Finance Department. Instead of replacing the 
position, the Real Property Lister moved from Land Services to the Treasurer’s office. We are very lucky to have 
gained Chasta and her vast knowledge of reading, writing and mapping legal descriptions (along with many oth-
er skills). She will benefit our office immensely. I am thankful for Chasta’s willingness to learn the duties of our 
office and for both Erica and Carol for taking the extra time to be wonderful trainers.  
 
Tax Deed Properties  
The In-Rem tax foreclosure petition was filed with the courts on February 15, 2024 for 2020 delinquent taxes. 
The notice and list of parcels has been published in all Barron County newspapers, is posted on the bulletin 
boards in and outside of our office and is posted on our County website. The owners and mortgage holders have 
until May 10, 2024 to stop the foreclosure action by paying the 2020 taxes, including tax deed fees, interest and 
penalties. After the May 10th deadline and title is transferred to Barron County, the previous owners can repur-
chase the property within 30 days by paying all years of delinquent taxes including interest, penalties, and tax 
deed fees. I anticipate the online auction will take place sometime in July or August. This information will also 
be published in the county newspapers and on our website. 
 
Camping Reservations 
All Barron County camp sites are reserved online through the county website with a credit card. As of April 9, 
2024, we have collected $56,405.00 for this year’s camping season. We are in the process of updating the camp-
ing materials for the caretakers. Our annual meeting for the caretakers will be held 4/26/2024. 
 

 

 
Jessica Hodek, County Clerk 
 
The Spring Election was held on April 2 with offices for the Presidential Preference, two State Referendums re-
garding election integrity, our Circuit Court Judge for Branch 2, a Multijurisdictional Judge (Town of Almena, 
Town of Turtle Lake & Village of Turtle Lake), County Board Supervisors, Municipal level races, one Munici-
pal Referendum (City of Chetek), School Board races and two School Referendums (Birchwood & Boyceville). 
The County created over 100 different ballot styles for the April Election due the various races. The total number 
of votes cast in Barron County was 9,028 which equates to a 19% voter turnout. Barron County was also one of 
the first counties in the State to report their election results online and to the Wisconsin Elections Commission 
on Election Night. Everything went smoothly and with the help of Jeff Sirek, DeeAnn Cook, Jeff & Pam French, 
Samantha Sommerfeld, Sharon Millermon and Sheriff Fitzgerald, all results were tallied and reported flawlessly. 
Without these individuals volunteering their time to help receive election results after the polls closed, DeeAnn 
and I would have been here for many additional hours. A huge thank you to everyone that helps us with our pro-
cess! As we continue to record voting results and reconcile our election, we are already beginning to start the 
process of organizing the Fall Elections so stay tuned! 
 
The reorganizational County Board meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 16. A County Board Chair, Vice 
Chair and 2nd Vice Chair will be elected, as well as the Highway Committee. All other committees appoint-
ments will be assigned in May. We have four new County Board Supervisors and are looking forward to work-
ing with them! 

 

Treasurer 

County Clerk 


