Department Updates

Clerk of Courts

Sharon Millermon, Clerk of Court

BARRON COUNTY, WI

Simge 1359

On April 28, 2025, I attended and gave testimony at the Joint Finance Public Budget Hearing in
Hayward, Wisconsin attempting to convince Joint Finance to include the Wisconsin Clerks of
Circuit Court Association’s request for an additional $70 million to the circuit court support pay-
ment which is paid annually to the 72 counties of the State of Wisconsin. The same payment
formula has been used for at least the past 25 years. The amount received from the State in 2024
was $272,906.00. Interestingly enough the Barron County Clerk of Circuit Court Office collect-
ed in 2024 $1,198,753.33 with $948,689.58 being sent to the State for statutory costs and sur-
charges. The county retained $250,063.75.

Most County Boards in the State have passed Resolutions in support of this request with Barron
County being one! This budget request also has the full support of the Wisconsin Counties Asso-

ciation.

Governor Evers did include the Wisconsin Clerks of Circuit Court’s request in his preliminary
budget, but it has strings attached that we want to avoid as every county has specific needs. Any
money received from the State circuit court support payment is deposited into Barron County’s

General Fund. It is not specifically earmarked for the courts, but aids counties as a whole.

Jennifer Jako and Leanne Grover representing Barron County ADRC also gave testimony advo-

cating for continued and increasing funds for ADRCs and Meals on Wheels. Jennifer and Leanne

In This Issue: provided data about Barron County’s increased needs related to our growing aging population

Clerk of Courts 1 and explained how the services provided by ADRC save tax payer dollars by keeping people

healthy and independent in their homes versus more expensive institutional long-term care.

Waste to Energy |2

& Recycling Christina Smith, Barron County Crime Victim Witness Coordinator, attended along with the
Land Services - 2- President of the Wisconsin Victim Witness Professionals Association, Jessica Bryan. They are
Soil & Waster 4 requesting funding in the upcoming biennial budget necessary to bring the reimbursement rate

for county victim witness programs to 60%.
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It was a long day with a wait time of over 5 hours from arrival until testimony was provided with

testimony being limited to two minutes. It was nice to see familiar Barron County colleagues in

the crowd passionate about their own departmental needs.




Waste to Energy & Recycling
Brent Bohn, Plant Director

Spring Cleaning is here! Spring is one of my favorite times of the year because things are turning green and
people are tidying up. Local clean-up events are happening throughout the county, so be sure to check com-
munity websites, social media groups, or government websites to find a clean-up event near you. If you’re
unable to find one, you can simply bring your junk to us. We are open seven days a week from 8:00 am to
4:00 pm. Prices range from $5.00 per car load to $20.00 per pickup load. Larger loads, such as construction
and demolition waste or items like mattresses, electronics, and appliances, are charged by the ton or by the

individual piece. Current prices can be found on the Barron County website.

In June, we will again be hosting the Wisconsin DNR Incinerator Operator Training Course. The 32-hour
course covers topics such as the history of solid waste management, principles of combustion, controlling
pollutants derived from waste combustion, and many more. The Wisconsin DNR proctors the four-hour ex-

am at the end of the course, and a passing score earns you an incinerator operator license.

Soil & Water Conservation - A Division of Land Services

Farmland Preservation Plan/Program

Barron County has participated in the Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) for more than 40 years. The
county’s commitment to preserving agricultural land began with the adoption of the Farmland Preservation
Plan in 1979. In 2015, the Farmland Preservation Plan was revised and it is now time for the 10-year up-
date. On June 16, 2025, we will be holding a public informational meeting to get feedback from Barron
County citizens on proposed Plan updates, with the timeline for final approval by the Ext/LCC and Zoning

committees in August and submission of the plan to DATCP in September.

In December of 2023, the FPP State Income tax credit was increased from $7.50 per acre to $10 per acre,
increasing the interest in participation. The Farmland Preservation Program is available to those in areas
zoned Exclusive Ag (A-1) in zoned towns or those in an Ag Enterprise Area in unzoned towns, as long as
participants meet the state criteria. Barron County currently has 188 certified participants in the Farmland
Preservation Program with compliance being met on over 67,500 acres, Of this acreage, credit is being
claimed on 50,140 acres for annual landowner tax credits of $501,407. Since 2016, there has been a county-
wide net increase of 4173 acres in the A-1 district within the 17 towns which have adopted the county Land
Use Ordinance. The Town of Clinton became certified in 2017 and now has over 3736 acres of A-1 area,

largely due to the ability for these landowners to participate in the Farmland Preservation Program.




Soil & Water Conservation (Continued)

Tree Sale 2025

We sold 20,500 trees and shrubs to Barron Co. landowners. We also had 9 tree planter rentals, which con-
tributed to 20,300 trees being planted through our 3 planters, most of which were seedlings from the
WDNR tree sale. General Groundwater Study report will be completed this summer- The report is being
done by UWSP Groundwater Center and will use the 700 samples taken in 2022 -24 along with the geolo-

gy, soils and land use of the county to produce a map predicting the levels of Nitrate across the county.

Transition from Dairy to Beef

As the dairy industry continues to consolidate on fewer farms (79 dairy herds in Barron County), there has
been a noticeable increase in the number of beef cow/calf operations. Most of these operations are a second-
ary income to the operation and several of these operations have feeding areas in locations prone to runoff
of nutrients. We have begun to focus work with these producers to find simple solutions to these problems.
In most cases, relocation of the feeding area, along with diverting of clean water will reduce the impacts to
the environment. A further step would be to transition to a rotational grazing system where the cattle are

moved to a new paddock of grass every few days during the growing season.

Harvestable Headland Program

Erosion of headlands or end rows can be considerable. This resource concern can be alleviated with conver-
sion to grass on the headland. Using funds from local wastewater treatment facilities, Barron County offers
landowners an incentive payment of $750 per acre to convert headlands to grass where a resource concern

is present. The headland must be maintained in grass for 5 years.

Cover Crops Program

The cover crop program is an incentive program to promote the use of cover crops to improve soil health
and water quality. The focus of the Barron County cover crops program is to encourage producers who
have not utilized the practice in the past. Barron County offers producers $25 per acre (maximum of 40
acres) to establish cover crops on agricultural fields.




Soil & Water Conservation (Continued)

Grassed Waterway Construction

Concentrated flow areas in agricultural fields can cause considerable soil erosion. Eroded fields will result
in a loss of soil and nutrients, loss of field profitability, and degraded water quality. Grassed waterway con-
struction in concentrated flow areas can alleviate these resource concerns. Using funds from WI DATCP,
Barron County offers producers cost sharing at 70% of the construction costs to establish grassed water-
ways that meet NRCS design standards.

Grade Stabilization Structure

Steep grades coming from agricultural fields entering woodland areas can cause considerable soil erosion.
A grade stabilization structure is used to control the grade of the area and reduce the velocity of runoff leav-
ing the field. State cost sharing is also available for this and other practices through SWCD.




Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) - Jennifer Jako, Director

May is Older Americans Month and ADRC Month! The 2025 theme is “Flip the Script on
Aging” and it recognizes that everyone is aging and we need to push back on ageism and implicit
bias towards older people. One way to keep yourself in check is to reimagine healthier
relationships with your older selves. By the way, getting older has many benefits, including older
people tend to report greater happiness and life satisfaction compared to younger people and
older people often pay better attention to their health.

“March for Meals 2025”: This past March, we took part in the national celebration of the Meals
on Wheels program to bring awareness on how important this service is to the homebound
seniors in our communities. This year we had an outstanding number of community leaders who
participated and experienced what it was like to package and deliver meals, along with learning
what the program is all about. In 2024, we served over 72,000 home delivered meals county-
wide to those in need and we couldn’t do it without the support of volunteers in our
communities. Thank you to everyone who was a Champion:

Chris Fitzgerald
Scott Bachowski
Jody Greiner
Jacuelyn Bleske
Abbey Fischer

Rep. Dave Armstrong
Doug Edwardson
Louie Okey

Kathy Krug

Barron County Sheriff

Veterans Service Office

Rice Lake Chamber Director

GM of Under Aire Heating & Cooling
UWEC-BC Campus Director

State Assembly District 67

Rice Lake City Council Member
Barron County Board Chairman
Barron County Board Supervisor
Stacie Hessel District Director for Romaine Quinn
Patti Anderson Barron County Board Supervisor
Jeff Blanch Owner of Third Base Bar, Haugen

Cheryl Baxley

Jim & Kathy Weber
Diane Vaughn

Joe Kinnear

Robin Severson
Clark Yolitz
Ashley Furst

Sarha Baumgard
Senator Jesse James
Jane Farm

Aaron Hubin

Nikki Sandvig
Lynnea White

Haugen Resident
Haugen Resident

Barron County Board Supervisor
Dairy State Bank

Dairy State Bank

Dairy State Bank

Dairy State Bank

Dairy State Bank

State Senate District 23
Brentwood Senior Living
Brentwood Senior Living
Brentwood Senior Living
BCDSI, Inc Director




Aging Advocacy Day was May 13t Several Barron County staff, board members and public
citizens attended Aging Advocacy Day at the capital. Aging advocates spoke out in support of
four proposals (ADRC investment, direct care workforce supports, home-delivered meal service
funding, and fall prevention funding) to help older adults remain living at home, where they
prefer to be, and at less expense for themselves and the state budget. The legislature’s Joint
Finance Committee (in charge of writing the budget) wrapped up their public hearings and
comment period for collecting input into the next state budget at the end of April (which staff
also attended and spoke at). Now, state legislators are working on drafting budget motions
supporting funding for specific proposals they wish to see included in the final 2025-2027 state
budget.

2024 Volunteer Impact: The ADRC has nearly 350 volunteers, and most are older adults who
value our programs, looking to contribute to positive aging in our community. You can see the
impact volunteers have on our agency in the handout below. We will be hosting our annual
Volunteer Recognition picnic on Thursday June 19th at the Anderson Park pavilion in Barron to
thank and recognize the contributions our volunteers bring to our programs.

The ADRC is here to empower individuals and caregivers to remain independent. If you or
anyone you know needs any information about our services, needs help planning for the future,
or would like to volunteer with the ADRC, please call 888-538-3031 or 715-537-6225, email
staff, or check out our website at www.adrcconnections.org, or like us @ ADRCBarron.



http://www.adrcconnections.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ADRCBarron/
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