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Lance Peterson, IT Director 
 
As we approach the mid-year point of 2024.  Many changes have been made, the 
most notable one being the location of the IT Offices.  We are now located in the 
South hall of the 2nd floor where UW Extension had been before their move to 
the UWECBC Campus. Being able to have all of our staff in the same office has 
been great and we are enjoying the new flow to the office. If you haven’t 
stopped in, feel free to do so. It's still a work in progress but it looks more and 
more like an IT office with each passing day.  We have successfully finished set-
ting up our new server environment in the new Data Center.  With that, we have 
some changes to our network paths and backup network paths for disaster recov-
ery situations with the addition of the extra technology at the Highway Loca-
tion.  We are still working toward the move of our Finance system to the vendor-
required hosted ERP system.   Finance and IT staff are putting time into testing 
this to eliminate as many issues as possible with the change, this is greatly appre-
ciated.   
 
Looking forward to the rest of the year. We have many behind-the-scenes things 
we plan to do, or smaller department systems that need upgrades.  Some of the 
more visible projects we plan to update some of our conference rooms with bet-
ter and simpler systems.  Most of them have equipment 10 or more years old, so 
in the technology world, this is very old.  We also plan to start working on a La-
serfiche Help Desk solution for the Technology Department.  We will also be 
putting an RFP out to replace our current DHHS Software. We are also imple-
menting some Laserfiche Processes to help the Sheriff’s Department with 
onboarding their staff which will automate many tasks. It will greatly minimize 
things getting missed and save many staff members time for paper shuffling and 
filing documents.  We also have upcoming larger Laserfiche processes for 
DHHS as well as many other smaller projects. 
 
Just a reminder for everyone to please use our helpdesk email, 
helpdesk@co.barron.wi.us, to get the quickest service, or if needed, our helpdesk 
telephone number is 6830. These avenues help us be as efficient as possible and 
allow the correct staff member to answer your questions. 

Lastly, we do send out phishing emails as a test regularly.  We get reports of real 
phishing emails monthly so these tests and training are important.  No doubt you 
can look up any given day and see an example of someone getting 
phished.  Please use this link to see the article on how to mark an email as phish-
ing correctly. 
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Samantha Sommerfeld, Treasurer 
 
Tax Deed Properties – Update 
The In-Rem tax foreclosure petition was filed on February 15, 2024 for 2020 delinquent taxes. The owners and 
mortgage holders had until May 10, 2024 to stop the foreclosure action by paying the 2020 taxes, including tax 
deed fees, interest and penalties. The original list included 32 parcels. This is 15 parcels less than what was filed 
in 2023. Our office continues to put in a lot of time and effort in contacting taxpayers regarding their delinquent 
status, many of whom were very grateful for our efforts. There were only 6 parcels that remained unpaid at the 
end of the day on 5/10/2024.  
Judge Boyle signed the Final Order on May 20, 2024 granting ownership of these six parcels to Barron County. 
The previous owners/heirs had 30 days to repurchase the property by paying all years of delinquent taxes includ-
ing interest, penalty and tax deed fees. One parcel was repurchased. The remaining properties that were not re-
purchased will be sold via Wisconsin Surplus Online Auction most likely in September or October. This infor-
mation will be published at a future time in the local newspapers and on our county website. 
 

** REMINDER – 2ND installment of taxes are due Wednesday, July 31, 2024 ** 
 

Tax Roll Comparison – Last 5 Years 
The image below shows a comparison of taxes for the past five years. Taxes that are not paid as of February 1st 
are collected by our office for all municipalities except for the City of Rice Lake. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Treasurer 

TAX ROLL COMPARISON   

Tax Year/Year Due 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 2023/2024 

County Tax 21,955,284 22,199,960 22,425,616 21,797,780 22,539,673 

Muni Tax 21,022,651 21,653,223 22,138,703 23,472,927 24,108,403 

Special Districts 444,177 476,234 446,474 505,692 513,093 

Schools 45,349,264 44,668,270 44,062,833 45,419,872 47,587,169 

WITC nka Northwood Tech 1,663,511 1,725,638 1,567,525 1,533,921 1,613,409 

Total Levied Taxes 90,434,886 90,723,326 90,641,151 92,730,192 96,361,746 

Omittted/70.43 Corrections 15,472 -1,581 0 71,690 13,371 

Special Assessments/Charges/DU 866,963 944,769 893,582 921,761 930,071 

MFL 211,661 223,034 243,827 259,839 256,270 

Total Tax Roll 91,528,983 91,889,548 91,778,561 93,983,482 97,561,458 

Credits paid by State:      

Lottery Credits 2,819,270 2,367,333 3,416,270 3,259,768 3,624,017 

First Dollar Credits 1,711,972 1,618,303 1,602,344 1,646,409 1,614,313 

State Credits 8,110,179 8,219,011 8,104,530 7,858,981 9,840,733 

Due After Credits 78,887,561 79,684,901 78,655,417 81,218,323 82,482,395 

Taxes Paid to Muni's 55,297,601 57,256,344 58,523,648 60,432,855 61,277,978 

% paid by January 31st 70.10% 71.85% 74.41% 74.41% 74.29% 

Balance Due Feb 23,589,960 22,428,557 20,131,770 20,785,468 21,204,417 

% unpaid February 1st 29.90% 28.15% 25.59% 25.59% 25.71% 

      

Unpaid December 31 Year Due 536,079 475,117 428,830 580,290  

% unpaid 12/31 year due 0.5857% 0.5171% 0.4672% 0.6174%  

      

Unpaid 12/31/2023 1,402 66,044 205,385 580,290  

% unpaid 12/31/2023 0.0015% 0.0719% 0.2238% 0.6174%  
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Brent Bohn, Plant Director 
 
It’s mainly business as usual in the Waste to Energy Department. We continue to focus our attention on the 

new pollution control system project. Despite the project's numerous delays, mainly with shipping, we remain 

committed to its successful completion. The outage date for the new equipment installation has been resched-

uled to August 5th. Fortunately, our day-to-day operations are not affected by the construction, and we are 

operating at full capacity. We will continue to accept waste from customers and contractors during the outage, 

with some limitations. All waste received during the outage will be transferred to the landfill, except for cus-

tomers' waste who have contracted with us to be landfill-free. Those wastes will be stockpiled until we come 

back online, which is currently scheduled for August 19th. We are all very eager to see what the new state-of-

the-art pollution control system will do for our process and to finally be able to process up to 150 tons per day! 

The structure is currently nine stories high. One more story to go. 
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