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Department Updates 

Nate Dunston, Medical Examiner 
We are still up 89 reported deaths from 2024 at the same time last year for the Medical Examiner’s Office, 
but now that we have hit the warmer weather, we have thankfully slowed down to our normal steady case 
load. I think everybody in the office is thankful for the change of pace, as it allows for scheduling vacations 
and lets staff enjoy summer activities with their families. 
 
Our pathology numbers, related to high financial costs, have remained low in number, despite the increase 
in cases. 
 
Our traffic-related fatalities remain at two, both of which were related to alcohol. 
 
We have also had two heartbreaking pediatric deaths, both in May, a 3-year-old and a 5-month-old.  

 
*As of July 14, 2025 
 

2025: 
8 - Out-of-Hospital Tissue Donors 
8 - Influenza A Positive @ time of death 
2 - SARS-CoV-2 Positive @ time of death 
2 - RSV Positive @ time of death 
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Death  
Certificates 

January 75 41 34 68 0 0 7 0 0 0 57 22 

Febru-
ary 44 23 21 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 35 14 

March 62 37 25 58 0 0 3 0 1 2 41 18 

April 44 25 19 40 1 0 3 0 0 0 40 14 

May 41 18 23 39 0 0 1 1 0 1 29 5 

June 40 20 20 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 9 

July* 20 8 12 15 0 0 3 2 0 1 18 10 

Totals 326 172 154 304 1 0 17 3 1 4 250 92 
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Death  
Certificates 

January 38 27 11 32 0 0 6 0 0 0 37 13 

Febru-
ary 41 18 23 37 2 0 2 0 0 1 31 11 

March 41 17 24 38 0 0 3 0 0 1 31 10 

April 27 18 9 26 0 0 1 0 0 0 22 2 

May 35 22 13 33 0 0 2 0 0 0 30 10 

June 40 24 16 35 0 0 5 0 0 0 32 11 

July* 46 25 21 44 1 0 1 0 0 0 35 12 

Totals 268 151 117 245 3 0 20 0 0 2 218 69 

*Total Case Volume January through July 2024 
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Samantha Sommerfeld, Treasurer 
 

** REMINDER – 2ND installment of taxes are due Thursday, July 31, 2025 ** 
 

Tax Deed Properties – Update 
The In-Rem tax foreclosure petition was filed on February 19, 2025 for 2021 delinquent taxes. The owners and mortgage 
holders had until May 16, 2025 to stop the foreclosure action by paying the 2021 taxes, including tax deed fees, interest and 
penalties. The original list included 39 parcels. Our office continues to put in a lot of time and effort in contacting taxpayers 
regarding their delinquent status, many of whom were very grateful for our efforts. There were 18 parcels that remained 
unpaid at the end of the day on 5/16/2025.  
 

Judge Boyle signed the Final Order on May 22, 2025 granting ownership of these 18 parcels to Barron County. The previ-
ous owners (if deceased, their heirs/beneficiaries) had 30 days to repurchase the property by paying all years of delinquent 
taxes including interest, penalty, tax deed fees and satisfying liens that existed prior to the county taking ownership. Three 
parcels were repurchased by former owners, two parcels of road right of way were deeded to the municipalities and one 
underwater parcel was retained by the county. The remaining 12 properties will be sold via Wisconsin Surplus Online Auc-
tion, most likely in September or October. This information will be published at a future time in the local newspapers and 
on our county website. 
 

Tax Roll Comparison – Last 5 Years 

Treasurer 

TAX ROLL COMPARISON    

Tax Year/Year Due 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 2023/2024 2024/2025 

County Tax 22,199,960 22,425,616 21,797,780 22,539,673 22,710,679 

Muni Tax 21,653,223 22,138,703 23,472,927 24,108,403 25,386,562 

Special Districts 476,234 446,474 505,692 513,093 518,465 

Schools 44,668,270 44,062,833 45,419,872 47,587,169 51,354,237 

Northwood Tech 1,725,638 1,567,525 1,533,921 1,613,409 1,677,352 

Total Levied Taxes 90,723,326 90,641,151 92,730,192 96,361,746 101,647,295 

Omittted/70.43 Corrections -1,581 0 71,690 13,371 10,680 

Special Assessments/Charges/DU 944,769 893,582 921,761 930,071 937,473 

MFL 223,034 243,827 259,839 256,270 269,776 

Total Tax Roll 91,889,548 91,778,561 93,983,482 97,561,458 102,865,224 

Credits paid by State:      

Lottery Credits 2,367,333 3,416,270 3,259,768 3,624,017 3,106,550 

First Dollar Credits 1,618,303 1,602,344 1,646,409 1,614,313 1,621,097 

State Credits 8,219,011 8,104,530 7,858,981 9,840,733 8,725,769 

Due After Credits 79,684,901 78,655,417 81,218,323 82,482,395 89,411,808 

Taxes Paid to Muni's 57,256,344 58,523,648 60,432,855 61,277,978 63,927,420 

% paid by January 31st 71.85% 74.41% 74.41% 74.29% 71.50% 

Balance Due Feb 22,428,557 20,131,770 20,785,468 21,204,417 25,484,388 

% unpaid February 1st 28.15% 25.59% 25.59% 25.71% 28.50% 

      

Unpaid December 31 Year Due 475,117 428,830 580,290 624,034  

% unpaid 12/31 year due 0.5171% 0.4672% 0.6174% 0.6396%  

      

Unpaid 12/31/2024 1,445 74,551 272,725 624,034  

% unpaid 12/31/2024 0.0016% 0.0812% 0.2902% 0.6396%  
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Margo Katterhagen, Register of Deeds 
 
Real Estate continues to sell at a record high. All market reports indicate that people have grown accustom to paying higher 
interest rates and real estate in Barron County is transferring at a fast pace. 
 
Total documents recorded (including electronic transfer returns): 
January 1st thru June 30th 2025 = 5,259 vs. 5,007 the same time frame in 2024 
(During that same time frame, we rejected 669 documents due to the fact that they did not meet recording standards, indicat-
ing that we are having to continually police the quality of documents that we are receiving for history keeping) 
 

Total real estate transfer fees received ($3 per $1,000): 
1/1/25 to 6/30/2025 = $524,323.50 vs. $440,621.60 for the same time frame in 2024 
 

Total vital certificates printed: 
1/1/202 to 6/30/2025 = 5,259 vs. 5,007 for the same time frame in 2024 
 

Along with our daily office duties/deadlines, we volunteered to sell the newest edition of the Barron County plat books, due 
to the move of the Extension office to Rice Lake.  

Register of Deeds 


