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Highway

Mark Servi
Highway Commissioner

Its mid-August and we see
some trees beginning to
turn and the other day driv-
ing to work it was 52 de-
grees on my dash thermom-
eter. Let’s hope that this is
not an indication or earlier
than normal seasonal
changes, as we still have
some major projects to ac-
complish this construction
season.

We should finish up the
bulk of our town and city
work by mid-September,
and then move onto the re-
maining work on the Coun-
ty Highway System. We
have three County projects
remaining — CTH SS from
the Chippewa County Line
to CTH AA, CTH D from
CTHK to CTH P and CTH
TT from USH 8 south to the
termini. Combined these
projects will result in the
complete replacement of
9.5 miles of pavement.
Pavement maintenance pro-
jects of shouldering, crack
filling and chip seal have
been completed on 13.5
miles of our county system.
These types of projects help
to insure that we can get the
maximum pavement life out
of our road system. With
the accepted standard of 20
years for pavement life, that
means we would need to

replace about 15 miles of
pavement per year. Our
budget restraints do not al-
low replacement at that lev-
el, so the maintenance of
what we have becomes crit-
ical. By properly maintain-
ing the existing roadways,
we are attempting to max-
imize pavement life.

WISDOT has recently rec-
ognized the need for more
intense pavement mainte-
nance work as they also
continue to see budgets that
do not allow them to contin-
ue to replace pavements as
they have in the past. For
the past three years we have
done much more pavement
maintenance type work for
the DOT, and believe that
will assist in the pavements
remaining in better condi-
tion for a longer period of
time.

There is no shortage of
work on any road system.
The limiting factor is the
amount of funds that can be
provided to work on the
system. Every unit of gov-
ernment with road responsi-
bilities will echo that senti-
ment. Project costs continue
to rise (over 68% increase
since 2006) and funding
levels remain stagnant.
Even with the State Trans-
portation Fund firewalled to
insure that monies raised
for transportation go to
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transportation, there re-
mains a political reluctance
to raise any new money for
projects. One can see that
by simply looking to Madi-
son. The 2018-19 State
Budget, due July 1, 2017,
has yet to be passed. The
holdup is the level of fund-
ing for transportation and
how to raise those funds.

Until there is a comprehen-
sive, sustainable funding
solution, the roads that we
all travel on will continue to
deteriorate at a rate that is
greater than the current
funding can keep up with. It
will be interesting to see
what solutions come for-
ward.
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Forestry Update

John Cisek
County Forester

Since the last update the Barron
County Forest experienced dam-
age from the tornado on May 16"
Areas that were hit included the
Chetek Firetower property in the
Town of Chetek, the Silver Cr.
Plantations in the Town of Vance
Creek and acreage in and around
the Wisti property located on 12
% Ave in the Town of Sumner.

Department of Natural Resouces
aerial surveys conducted a week
later assisted in locating damaged
areas and helped is assessing the
type of damage.While the Silver
Cr. Plantations were hit by what
seemed to be straight line winds
and downbursts, the storm affect-
ing the Chetek Firetower and the
Wisti property appeared to be
tornadic in nature.

Clerk of Courts

Sharon Millermon
Clerk of Courts

Not just in the court system, but all
department heads have either com-
pleted or are busy preparing their
department’s 2018 county budget.
The circuit courts, register in pro-
bate and clerk of circuit court of-
fice are combined in one courts
budget.

The circuit courts are funded with
a combination of state and county
money. State funds are used to
pay the salaries of the judges, offi-
cial court reporters, and reserve
judges (retired judges who are as-
signed to hear cases when the need
arises). The state also funds travel
and training for the judges.

Timber Sale Activity

e The Chetek Firetower proper-
ty was part of a timber sale
that had been sold in 2015.
The sale specifications and
prices were re-negotiated to
reflect the impact of the storm
and the contractor (Goettl
Logging) agreed to complete
the salvage harvest. The har-
vest is currently underway
and is expected to be com-
pleted witin a few weeks.

e Silver Creek Plantations bids
were let for a July 27" bid
opening, no bids were re-
ceived. The advertisement has
been modified to include ad-
ditional acreage and will be
advertised for bids at the end
of August.

By law, counties are responsible
for all other operating costs except
those enumerated by statute. For
those exceptions, which include
among other things the costs of
providing guardians ad litem (court
-appointed attorneys), court-
appointed witnesses, interpreters,
and jurors, the state provides assis-
tance in the form of statutory for-
mula grants.

What the aforementioned formula
grant means to Barron County is
that it is anticipated the county will
receive from the state in 2018 the
same amount as in 2017 which is
approximately $243,000.00. This
amount represents approximately
one-third of the courts anticipated
annual revenue budget. Depending
on how one perceives it, one-third

e The Timber Sale Advertise-
ment for the Wisti property
and adjacent lands, along 12
%, Ave has been prepared and
will be advertised along with
Silver Cr Plantations sale.

Standing timber sales have re-
mained closed due to the wet con-
ditions.

DNR Financial Audit

On June 13" Wis. Dept of Natural
Resources conducted its financial
audit of the County Forest pro-
gram for the past three years. Fi-
nal results and recommendations
are currently being processed.

could appear to be a lot. It also
could be perceived as something
less. A former Director of State
Courts made it very clear at con-
ferences that less than $.01 of eve-
ry dollar of state budget funds is
directed to the third branch of gov-
ernment. That is an interesting
statistic.

Lastly, it is not the intent of the
court system to be revenue gener-
ating, but that of a justice system.




