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Judge James Babler

In November the County Board approved a weapons screening Deputy at the Jus-
tice Center. We currently have 2 part-time Deputies who provide the screening
Monday through Friday. We have had many positive comments from staff, jurors,
the public and attorneys that they feel safer and that the process runs smoothly.
The screening Deputies are very friendly and helpful to all those who enter and
have helped to reduce anger and tensions for those arriving. We are indeed grate-
ful to the Board for providing this extremely important security measure for the
Justice Center.

After some technical glitches, we are now able to track the number of people com-
ing through screening and I wanted to share that information as I think you will
find it quite interesting.

Screening from May 13, 2025 —
August 10, 2025 (3 months)
7,648 people have gone
through weapons screening

weekly average of 588 people.

Weapons found:
e 219 knives

e 4 concealed-carry firearms

In This Issue: 18 OC sprays (pepper spray)
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Human Resources

Rachael Richie, HR Director

Barron’s Best Nominations - See below list of employees nominated by another employee for going above and
beyond, their commitment to the job, displaying a positive attitude, taking on extra work, etc!

June 2025 July 2025
Mary Berg ADRC Ann Barnes Clerk of Court
John Dietrich Highway Nate Dunston Medical Examiner
Leanne Grover ADRC Mike Gallo Highway
Tristy Hopp ADRC Abby Gander Clerk of Court
Erin Johnson Health/Human Services |Pam Gannon Health/Human Services
Carol Kern ADRC Jen Holub Admin/Finance
Kristin Koger Health/Human Services |Courtney Koneiczny Clerk of Court
Kevin Kolb Sheriff Kate Montague Health/Human Services
Raeleen Schafer ADRC John Muench Corp Counsel
Victoria Walker ADRC Monica Olson Sheriff
Lance Peterson IT
Carissa Stoeberl Clerk of Court

Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC)

Jennifer Jako, Director

The ADRC has a few new faces and customers tell us they are amazing. Fawn Armstrong is our newest Elder
Benefits Specialist and Lisa Robinson is our new receptionist. We still have a few more retirements planned in
2026. Upcoming community events and workshops this fall include our annual Caregiver Conference & Re-
source Fair on October 10™ and “Boost Your Brain and Memory” classes in September and October. We are in
the early stages of planning our annual Centenarian Celebration and our annual Medicare Part D Open Enroll-
ment support.

Volunteer Recognition Picnic held this summer: The
ADRC has ~350 volunteers across the county. Volunteer
hours and mileage save the County over $300,000 each
year. If you or anyone you know would like to volunteer, we
have opportunities in: Daybreak, Meals on Wheels, Senior
Dining, Food Commodities, Brain Health, Support Groups,
Men’s Shed, and Healthy Aging workshops. The ADRC
hosts a volunteer recognition event each year. This year on

enjoy a picnic. Volunteers heard from COA Board Chair
Patti Anderson and ADRC program managers on the im-
mense difference they make for our programs.




Aging & Disability Resource Center (Continued)

Medicare Part D Open Enrollment: Medicare D open enrollment is October 15 — December 7 each year and
is one of the busiest times of year for our department. Benefit Specialist staff will be busy assisting people to
evaluate and enroll in a drug plan online. Medicare beneficiaries have multiple drug plans to choose from to find
the best fit with their prescription needs in the coming year. The change in plans will take effect on January 1,
2026. Our office typically assists nearly 1,200 unduplicated customers during this timeframe. We are currently
preparing mailings and getting ready to set up appointments during the enrollment period.

ADRC receives $20,000 donation from Trinity Lutheran
Church in Rice Lake: The ADRC is grateful to receive a large ©
donation from Trinity Lutheran Church in Rice Lake, in relation
to the closing of their doors, to put toward programs and services
that serve older adults and caregivers in the community. In Au-
gust, the ADRC received a check for a total of $20,000, with
$10,000 dedicated to Daybreak, adult day program for those with
dementia, and $10,000 dedicated to the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram. Thank you to the Trinity Lutheran Church - Rice Lake con-
gregation for your generous donation! As a reminder, the ADRC
can accept donations; our Daybreak and Meals on Wheels pro-
grams are great causes and are always in need.

If you or anyone you know needs any information about our services, want to register for a workshop, need help
planning for the future, or would like to volunteer or donate to our programs, please call at 888-538-3031 or 715-
537-6225, email staff, or check out our website at www.adrcconnections.org, or follow us on Facebook
@ADRCBarron.

Clerk of Courts

Sharon Millermon, Clerk of Courts
Increase to Circuit Court Support Payment

Thank you, again, to the Barron County Board of Supervisors for approving Resolution 2025-8 urging Governor
Evers and the Wisconsin Legislature to Support County Courts by increasing the Circuit Court Support Payments.
This is a semi-annual payment from the State to support county courts. Even though the $70 million request was not
approved, $10 million was and it is a victory!

The Director of State Courts determines the annual formula for distribution to counties. For fiscal year ‘26, the formu-
la changed from receiving $42,275.00 to $65,000.00 per circuit court branch. Barron County has three circuit court
branches and these payments are deposited in Barron County’s General Fund. Clerks have been warned the distribu-
tion formula may not be the same in fiscal year ‘27 as Statewide court interpreter costs need to be addressed as well.
We will hope for the best.

Prior to the budget being passed, Clerks of Circuit Court Statewide emailed, met with legislators in Madison and at-
tended Budget Hearings. This was a tremendous amount of work, but it literally paid off. The victory is no doubt fi-
nancial, but clerks also have a sense of satisfaction as we believe we educated legislators. Most legislators were una-
ware that approximately 79% of all amounts collected by county courts is forwarded to the State for statutory sur-
charges and costs.

Presently, the Wisconsin Clerks of Circuit Court are working on a fee bill to increase some circuit court fees that have
remained stagnant for at least the past 31 years. This proposed bill would not have any impact on the State’s budget,
but would increase revenue for counties.



http://www.adrcconnections.org
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