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Characteristics of the County and the Road Network

Barron County is largely rural with a small urban population. The Eau Claire metropolitan area is to the
south of the county. There are over 3,200 acres of county forest largely in northern sections of the
county. There are 197 lakes.

USH 53 is a freeway through much of the county, and it is an expressway (with roads that intersect it at
grade level) in the far northern section of the county. This highway comes from Spooner, Superior, and
Duluth, Minnesota in the north, traveling around Haugen, Rice Lake, Cameron, Chetek, and New Auburn,
and then goes toward Chippewa Falls and Eau Claire to the south. USH 8, a two-lane highway, traverses
the county from west to east. The highway travels through Turtle Lake, Almena, and Barron, and then
intersects USH 53 at Cameron. The highway leads to St. Croix Falls and I-35 in Minnesota in the west
and to Ladysmith and Rhinelander in the east. USH 63 heads from southwest to the northeast in the
western part of the county, traveling through Turtle Lake and Cumberland, leading to Baldwin to the
south and to Spooner to the north. STH 48 primarily goes from west to east in the northern part of the
county, traveling through Cumberland and Rice Lake, heading to Polk County to the west as well as to
Birchwood in Washburn County and then to Sawyer County in the northeast. STH 25 is a north-south
highway beginning west of Rice Lake on STH 48, heading south through Barron toward Menominee to
the south. Dallas and Prairie Farm are villages in the south central part of the county along CTH A.

In 2014, there were 17,645 autos, 3,274 cycles, 5,388 trailers, and 28,135 trucks registered in Barron
County. VMT in 2014 was 647,293,190.



Municipalities

Barron County has six municipalities with a population greater than two-thousand people. They are the
Cities of Barron, Chetek, Cumberland, and Rice Lake, with Rice Lake having over twice the population of

the next largest municipality. There are also two towns having a population of greater than two-
thousand people. They are the Towns of Rice Lake and Stanley. The Town of Rice Lake virtually

encircles the City of Rice Lake, creating the largest population center in the county. The following table
includes 2015 population estimates for the municipalities within the county.

Place Name Final Estimate 2015
C Rice Lake 8,495
C Barron 3,365
T Rice Lake 3,093
T Stanley 2,574
C Chetek 2,226
C Cumberland 2,175
V Cameron 1,822
T Chetek 1,664
T Prairie Lake 1,559
T Lakeland 990
T Maple Grove 979
T Cedar Lake 974
T Oak Grove 962
V Turtle Lake 954
T Clinton 888
T Barron 873
T Cumberland 871
T Dovre 864
T Almena 848
T Arland 829
T Maple Plain 820
T Sumner 817
T Crystal Lake 764
T Stanfold 727
T Bear Lake 662
T Vance Creek 662
T Sioux Creek 659
V Almena 658
T Turtle Lake 632
T Prairie Farm 585
T Dallas 571
V Prairie Farm 468
T Doyle 464
V Dallas 390
V Haugen 285
V New Auburn 28

Source: Wisconsin Demographic Services Center




Emergency Medical Services

There are 218 emergency medical technicians (EMTs) in Barron County operating out of 14 different
EMS providers. The largest of these organizations include the Lakeview Medical Center Ambulance
Service (and TEMS Team), plus the Mayo Clinic Health System-Northland (and TEMS Team).

Barron County has three level IV trauma centers. They are the Cumberland Memorial Hospital and
Extended Care Unit Inc., in Cumberland, the Lakeview Medical Center in Rice Lake, and the Mayo Clinic
Health System - Northland in Barron. There are also several other level IV trauma centers in adjacent
counties, with a level lll trauma center in Chippewa Falls. The closest level | or level Il trauma center is
the Hennepin County Medical Center in Minneapolis, MN, which is approximately 91 miles from the City
of Barron, the County Seat of Barron County and located centrally within Barron County. The Hennepin
County Medical Center is also the closest pediatric level | or level Il trauma center near the City of
Barron. The long distance from a level | or level Il trauma center will have a negative impact on the
outcome of a crash especially as the population ages.

Economic Profile
30.7% of the employed population in Barron County work in Manufacturing. 18.8% of employees work

in Retail trade, 16.7% work in Health care and social assistance, and 9.3% work in Accommodation and
food services.

Workers who Reside in Barron County Work in: People who Work in Barron County Reside in:

Barron County 17,799 | Barron County 17,799
Polk County 747 | Polk County 840
Washburn County 601 | Washburn County 767
Chippewa County 401 | Rusk County 447
Eau Claire County 370 | Chippewa County 373
Dunn County 227 | Dunn County 313
Rusk County 213 | Sawyer County 142
St. Croix County 203 | Burnett County 123
Ramsey County, MN 125 | Eau Claire County 84
Hennepin County, MN 110

Others 656 | Others 545

Source: American FactFinder, Geography Area Series: County Business Patterns 2013 Business Patterns -
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml

Barron County shares a large portion of its workforce with the geographically bordering counties of Polk,
Washburn, Rusk, Chippewa, Dunn, Sawyer, and Burnett. USH 53 and USH 8 connect Barron County to
most of the bordering counties.




In 2013-2014, there were 152 licensed liquor establishments in the county.

license type by municipality.

The following is a table of
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class A beer (off-sale) 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 3
class A beer and liquor (off-sale) 1 1 2 2 1 4 2 6
class A beer (off-sale) and class A 3
beer and liquor (off-sale)
class A beer (off-sale) and class B 1
beer and liquor (on-sale)
class A liquor (off-sale) and class B 1
beer (on-sale or off-sale)
class A beer and liquor (off-sale) and 1
class B beer and liquor (on-sale)
class A beer (off-sale) and class C 1
wine (on-sale)
class B beer (on-sale or off-sale) 1 1 2 5 1 9
class B beer (on-sale or off-sale) and
. 2 3 1
class C wine (on-sale)
class B beer (on-sale or off-sale) and 1
class B beer and liquor (on-sale)
class B beer and liquor (on-sale) 3 7 4 5 7 2 2 1 19 5 32

Population Change

Between April 2010 and January 2015, the Wisconsin Demographic Services Center estimates that the
county has experienced 2,517 births and 2,262 deaths, indicating a county that has a fairly stable

population. There have been more births than deaths, but there has also been 72 people who have
moved into the county during this time, and so the county increased in estimated population by 327
persons. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 19.1% of Barron County residents are aged 65 or

greater, which is somewhat greater than the Wisconsin average of 14.4%. An aging population is more
vulnerable to significant injuries in vehicle crashes at any speed.




Crash Statistics

Average Number of Crashes in Barron County by Type, 2010-2014

Alcohol
or Drug Speed
Total Alcohol Related Related Inattentive-
Non- or Drug- | Non- Speed Non- Inattentive- | Related

Total Fatal Related Fatal Related Fatal Related Non-Fatal

Fatal Injury Fatal Injury Fatal Injury Fatal Injury

Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes
2010-
2014
average 4.8 216 1.4 18.6 0.4 45 1.2 65

Location of Crashes in Barron County by Road Type, 2010-2014
Alcohol
or Drug
Alcohol Related Speed Inattentive-
or Drug- | Non- Related Inattentive- | Related
Total Non- | Related Fatal Speed Non-Fatal | Related Non-Fatal

Total Fatal | Fatal Injury | Fatal Injury Related Fatal | Injury Fatal Injury

Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes Crashes
US/State
Highways 54.2% 32.5% 57.1% 19.4% 50.0% 33.3% 66.7% 35.1%
County
Highways 20.8% 18.4% 14.3% 25.8% 0.0% 22.2% 16.7% 20.6%
Local
Roads 25.0% 49.1% 28.6% 54.8% 50.0% 44.4% 16.7% 44.3%

Fatalities and Incapacitating “A” Injuries by Age and Gender
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Fatalities and Incapacitating Injuries by Age, 2010-2014
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Fatalities and Incapacitating Injuries by Gender, 2010-2014
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Male
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Driver Possible Contributing Circumstances for All Crashes in Barron County, 2010-2014

Driver Possible Contributing Circumstances for All Crashes in Barron County,
2010-2014
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Fatalities and Incapacitating “A” Injuries by State and Place of Residence

Fatalities and Incapacitating "A" Injuries by State of Residence,
2010-2014
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Fatalities and Incapacitating "A" Injuries by Place of
Residence, 2010-2014
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*Local is defined as persons with addresses that have ZIP codes fully or partially within Barron County.

Safety Equipment Usage in Passenger Car and Light Trucks during Crashes, 2010-2014

Belted Unbelted
Fatalities and "A" Injuries 71.3% 28.7%
All Persons Involved in the Crash 95.6% 4.4%

Unbelted persons are much more likely to suffer from fatal or incapacitating injuries.



2014-2016 Grant Participation

2014 Alcohol Occupant Protection | Speed
Barron County Sheriff Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Barron Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Cameron Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Chetek Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Cumberland Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Four Corners Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Rice Lake Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Turtle Lake Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
2015

Barron County Sheriff Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Barron Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Cameron Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Chetek Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Cumberland Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Four Corners Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Rice Lake Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Turtle Lake Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
2016

Barron County Sheriff Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Barron Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Cameron Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Chetek Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Cumberland Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Four Corners Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Rice Lake Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted
Turtle Lake Police Dept. Not Targeted Not Targeted Not Targeted

The Barron County Sheriff’s Office, Barron Police Department, Chetek Police Department, Cumberland,
Police Department, Rice Lake Police Department, and Turtle Lake Police Department participated in the
Alcohol Crackdown mobilization in 2014. Cameron Police Department, Chetek Police Department,
Cumberland Police Department, and Turtle Lake Police Department participated in the Booze and Belts
mobilization in 2014. The Barron County Sheriff’s Office, Barron Police Department, Chetek Police
Department, Cumberland Police Department, Rice Lake Police Department, and Turtle Lake Police
Department participated in Click It or Ticket in 2014.

The Barron County Sheriff’s Office, Barron Police Department, Chetek Police Department, Rice Lake
Police Department, and Turtle Lake Police Department participated in Click It or Ticket in 2015. The
Barron County Sheriff’s Office, Chetek Police Department, Rice Lake Police Department, and Turtle Lake
Police Department participated in Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over in 2015. Chetek Police Department,
Rice Lake Police Department, and Turtle Lake Police Department participated in Booze and Belts in 2015.

The Wisconsin State Patrol participates in all three mobilizations each year. Law enforcement agencies
in Barron County should participate for the chance to win an equipment grant.



TraCS Participation

Barron County Sheriff TraCS 10
Barron Police Dept. TraCS 73
Cameron Police Dept. TraCS 10
Chetek Police Dept. TraCS 10
Cumberland Police Dept. TraCS 10
Four Corners Police Dept. TraCS 10
Rice Lake Police Dept. TraCS 10
Turtle Lake Police Dept. TraCS 10

Agencies Reporting Fatal Crashes and Crashes with Incapacitating “A” Injuries, 2010-2014

Law Enforcement Agency

Number of “K” and “A” Crashes

BARRON COUNTY SHERIFF

111

BARRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

CAMERON POLICE DEPARTMENT

CHETEK POLICE DEPARTMENT

CUMBERLAND CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

RICE LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT

TURTLE LAKE POLICE DEPARTMENT

R[N~

WISCONSIN STATE PATROL

TOTAL

146

These agencies could work together to coordinate their enforcement to arrive at a strategy to prevent

serious crashes from occurring.
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