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LEI up 2.8% in May, 
following the  la rgest d rop  
in  60 yr h istory in  March  
and  anothe r d rop  in  April.

Im provem ent was m ain ly 
due  to  fewer 
unem ploym ent cla im s, 
bu t m ost othe r ind ica tors 
still showing weakness

Consum er confidence  
rebounded  in  June  bu t 
rem ains fa r be low pre -
Covid leve ls

Leading Economic Indicators



June 2019 Unemployment Rates

Source: BLS Statistics vi 
WisConom y.com  

https://www.jobcenterofwisconsin.com/wisconomy/


US Unemployment Rate Seasonally Adjusted

April – 2020 = 14.7%
May – 2020 =  13.3%
June  – 2020 =  11.1%

Only May da ta  for WI 
and  counties, bu t like ly 
will fo llow a  sim ila r 
trend  in  June



Barron County Weekly UI Claims

Source: State of Wisconsin – DWD, 
Unem ploym ent Insurance  



Statewide hospitality taxable sales declined 34.4% 
from  March  2019 to  March  2020 for com parable  
file rs. 
• Hospita lity is  the  com bina tion  of lodging, food  

se rvice , and  drinking p laces.
• Data  on ly ava ilab le  for countie s tha t im posed  

loca l tax in  2019 AND 2020

• Change  % is ca lcu la ted  based  on  file rs tha t 
subm itted  re turns in  both  2019 AND 2020

• Som e county da ta  suppressed  to  protect 
taxpayer confidentia lity.

Taxable Sales Decline – Hospitality Industry



Statewide food service and drinking place 
taxable  sa le s declined  31.2% from  March  
2019 to  March  2020 for com parable  file rs. 
• Data  only ava ilab le  for countie s tha t 

im posed  loca l tax in  2019 AND 2020

• Change  % is ca lcu la ted  based  on  file rs 
tha t subm itted  re turns in  both  2019 
AND 2020

• Som e county da ta  suppressed  to  
protect taxpayer confidentia lity.

Taxable Sales Decline – Restaurants and Bars



Statewide grocery store taxable sales 
increased   28.6% from  March  2019 to  March  
2020 for com parable  file rs. 
• Data  only ava ilab le  for countie s tha t 

im posed  loca l tax in  2019 AND 2020
• Change  % is ca lcu la ted  based  on  file rs tha t 

subm itted  re turns in  both  2019 AND 2020

• Som e county da ta  suppressed  to  protect 
taxpayer confidentia lity.

Taxable Sales Increase – Grocery Stores (taxable products)



Statewide clothing stores taxable sales 
declined  43.7% from  March  2019 to  March  
2020 for com parable  file rs. 
• Data  only ava ilab le  for countie s tha t 

im posed  loca l tax in  2019 AND 2020
• Change  % is ca lcu la ted  based  on  file rs tha t 

subm itted  re turns in  both  2019 AND 2020
• Som e county da ta  suppressed  to  protect 

taxpayer confidentia lity.

Taxable Sales Decline – Clothing Stores



Year to Date Activity



Barron County Data
Client Contact PPP

EIDL Sta te  Gran ts

• 300+Businesses se rved
• Cash  flow review
• Business ope ra tions
• Other

• 160+ businesses assisted
• Assisted  applica tions – 2 m onths
• Continu ing upda tes

• 160+ businesses assisted
• Assisted  applica tions – 2-3 m onths
• All industry sectors

• 53 Businesses se rved
• Lette rs
• Assisted  with  Input
• Assisted  tu rndowns



Barron County Data
EDA WEDC

Housing Start-ups

• Subm itted  projects in  Rice  Lake , 
Barron  and  Cum berland

• 4 com ple ted  and  rece ived  funding
• Projects in  Cam eron , Rice  Lake , 

Barron , Turtle  Lake  and  
Cum berland  under review

• 3 Manufacturing expansions 
curren tly under review

• Working with  5 deve lope rs
• Projects in  Cam eron , Rice  Lake , 

Barron , Turtle  Lake  and  
Cum berland  under review



Barron County Data
Special Projects - DOA WHEDA

Municipa litie s Growth

• Alte rna tive  Housing
• Chem ica l dependency tem porary  

housing
• Hom eless – Benjam in ’s House  

re fe rra ls tem porary housing
• Corrections tem porary housing

• CEO roundtab le  
• Sta te  gran ts for Business 

In te lligence  Program s

• Workforce  Housing In itia tive
• 2 poten tia l p rojects

• Changes to  TID law, fa iled  th is year 
– will be  pursu ing next



Frack Sand

Update



Oil Rig County



Wisconsin Sand
• Outlook is poor for continued Operations

• Texas Sand - $25.00 - $30.00 per ton – drillers are 
transporting themselves in many cases

• Wisconsin Sand – great quality but …….
• Transportation to TX - $50-$55 per ton
• Offloading, storage and reload - $10-$12 per ton.

• Most Sand Companies in Barron County shutdown or 
shipping processed sand only.

• Not aware of any mining
• Some are dismantling processing plants
• Source – Jim Walker



Questions?
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